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Executive Summary

Tol ki ends early years in the West Midlands w
his resilience in the face of great loss is both affecting and salutary. The qualities which equipped
the author for greatness were acquired in many ways arahyplaces across the region, of

which the most important fifor soare listed here:

Chapterand
map
reference

Present (and past)
address

Building

Rank extant?

Also nearby Significance

Tol ki ends resi

264Wake Green Road 1896 until autumn 1900, a perio
he described

(then5 Gracewell Tol ki e . . ILii
- seeming and most formative pa YES
Cottages), andp 9 Ve p Map 7

Sarehole of mylt th abseq@ently the
home of his maternal uncle,
William.

Tol ki ends resi
d-ern Cottagg®430 and November 1904nitially a
Lickey Road The Oratory | happy time partly spent explorin
2 (thend Wo o d s i Retreat & Rednal Hill. The cottage was th YES
Cottage Rednal Hill scene of the most pivotal eveht
Rednal T o |l k life theéddeath of his
mother.

Il.vi
Map 8

Tol ki ends main
from ¢ 1902 to 1911 and the
home of his guardian, Father
Francis Morgan. Tolkien was

educated there from April to Jul

1902. Nearbyrethe hotel where

Tolkien and his wife stayed befg YES
he embarked fowarin 1916and
the house which belonged to hi
mot herds cousi

Marris, a possible model for the

Hobbit characteOtho Sackville

Baggins.

The Plough
and Harrow
Birmingham Oratory, Hotel
Edgbaston &
96 Hagley
Road

Il.v
Map 4

The house of T
grandparents frorthe early 1890g
. until 19045 and Tol K .
4 o A SHZa:thl el d - residence from April 1895 until YES MI‘;VG
summer 1896. He was livittgere P
when the family received news

his fatherds d¢

The mill where Tolkien and his
younger brother played (1896
. 1900) and whiche said IL.ii
5 Sarehole Mill ) 6domi nat edad. ltiay YES Map 7

haveinspiredT ed Sand

mill in The Lord of the Rings




25 Stirling Road

Tol ki ends resi
1905 until summer 1908, a periqd
in which he began to excel

Il.vii

6 6 Stirling Road academically but was less tha YES
Edgbaston happy in the care of hagint Map 4
The widow of DrJosepiSampson
Gamgee lived opposite at no. 6
Tol ki ends resi
7 4 Highfield Road, i 1909 until autumn 1911, when K YES IL.ix
Edgbaston was a boarder in the MacSherr Map 4
household.
The Tol ki ends resi
86 Westfield Road I 1901 until early 1902, where hg .
N Birminghamo i o ILiv
8 (thenalsob6 St Ma may have acquired his interest YES
Kingés H Glogcester the Welsh language from coeal Map 6
railway . .
trucks on the adjacent railway
HometoTol ki ends 1
Edith May Incledon, from the
1900s toc 1916. Tolkien spent a|
OWestfielod least two Christmas holidays the
. Barnt Green . l.v
9 Hi || Road railwaystation and painted several watercolou YES Map 8
Cottaged), in the garden. He had previousl|
used the nearby station to
commute to school in
Birmingham.
The residence
maternal aunt, Emily Jane Neay
between 1923 and 1931, after
5Dor mst on Church which timg she lived in.a ne.a.rb Ly
10 Farmé (the Cottage, cottage until 1947. Tolkien visite YES Map 1
Dormston the farm at least twice during th
1920s and borrowed its name fq
the home of his Hobbit
protagorst.
Moseley Bog nature The former site of a mill pond
reserve (known to which by Tol k
Tol ki en afg become 6a wond IL.ii
11 Del | 8 du¢€ i flowersé and y YE° Map 7
abundance of wild brother played together (1896
blackberries) 1900).
The site of what was Tol ki ends resi
12 then either 21 or 37 ) 1908 to autumn 1909, where h NO [1.viii
Duchess Road, met his future wife, Edith Bratt, Map 4

Edgbaston

fellow boarder.




Tol ki ends scho
1900 to April 1902 and January
1903until July 1911. He had the

The site of o
King Edward House, | The | ey ﬁma0 r?ifiie(:ﬁp easnﬁd mc‘?bcﬂa;de [1.ii -ix
13 131-138 New Street | E.H. Lawley & . g . . NO )
) buildings which were demolishe Map 3
(then King Sons . .
- in 1936. Opposite was the
School), Birmingham . ~
jewell erds wh
Edith met and bought each othe
presents in January 1910.
. Tol ki ends resi
The site of what was .
14 then 26 Oliver Road, i 1902 and spring 1904.Jt was NO v
Ladvwood reportedly 6éonl Map 4
yw than a slu
The house where Tolkien
The site of Hazeldene boardedwith his wife while on
Surgery (then a housg 6 Ro ¢ k| leave from the army between M I Epilogue
15 call ed 6HgqCott age 1916 and February 1917. They NO & YES .Mpa g
Main Road, Great Road may have resided during tag¢ter P
Haywood three months at nearby Rock
Cottage.
Tol ki ends resi
winter of 1900/1901. He
. remembered the house as
16 The;gz;flai::;ceste l?lR,zI;:jster 6dreald Eumdt her NO IVI|L.1|||6
' y cousin, Winifred Elizabeth P
Johnson (187%963) would live
opposite.
The house of T
grandparents from 1904/5 until
John Suffield s dnel@30.h
58 Grove Tolkien said the address was ol .
17 A18 Cotton Lane (then Avenue (then| o f  ¢hitdleoodémemories whicl YES v
6l vy Cottal , . L Map 6
6 Gl e n) | arealarge ingredient in the mak
upofthesShird@. The
opposite was o
cousin, Thomas Hillman Suffield
6Orchard Tb:]ot?\er SHirIZ\ra)l/ Ili\:e:bc;tilv:; ! II.Epilogue
18 Station .Road, ) 1923 and 1976 and where the YES Map 2
Blackminster ..
author was a regular visitor.
The house where Edith lived wh
S engaged and then married to .
19 15 VICtO”? Street, - Tolkien, and where he also stayg YES Il.Epilogue
Warwick Map 1

on numerous occasions betweg

June 1913 and May 1916.




The house where Tolkien staye
with his wife and newborn first
child, John, between April and

20 Gipsy Green, ) June 1918. He made a coloure VES II.Epilogue
Teddesley Hall Park pencil drawing of the building, Map 9
whichalsofeatured as a setting i
his early collection of storieBze
Book of Lost Tales
The Church of St Mary The church where Tolkien and Il.Epilogue
21 Immaculate, West - Edith were married on 2March YES .Map 1
Street, Warwick 1916.
6Brackl ey The house(s) o
29 6 Du n kee8l-103 , ) Laurence, where the newly VES I.viii
Middleton Hall Road, orphaned Tolkien lived for a few Map 1
Cotteridge weeksat the end 01904.
The site of 185 T_he house where Tohlkien staye _
23 Monument Road. Perrott in early 1916. The I&entury | NO I1.Epilogue
Edgbaston tower_ Perrott ( Map 4
other side of the road.
11 Frederick Road, The boarding house where . ILix
24 Edgbaston - Tolkien stayed for a few days i YES Map 4
autumn 1911.
The home of Edi
Mabel Sheaf, w
N family would visiduring the .
25 © M(?nr':hz (r3reeE afr - 1930sIts location bears some YES II.I'pr;I;)gue
resemblancé¢o that of
6 Cr i ¢ k hfhé lord of the
Rings
The house of T
The siteof Wake aunt Mabel Mitton€ 1900s
26 Green ParKthen i 1930s). Tolkien and his brother NO 1. viii
6Abbotsfor stayed there a number of times Map 6
Green Roaj)] Moseley particularly during the 1918
war.
Where the Tolkiens would atten
57 St Peterod i mass while living in Rednal; an YES I.vi
Bromsgrove from 1904 thelocation of the Map 1
grave of Talk
The department store where
The site of 748 Tol ki ends fell
o8 Corporation Street ) began to meet in the summer g NO I1.ix
(thenBar r owda@,s 1911 and which lent its name t Map 3

Birmingham

the resultant artistic coterie, the
T.C.B.S.




The 16'-century building which
housed the Suffield drapery
business from 1826 until

The site ofc. 102 Bull Carrs Lane: demolition in 1886. It was the
29 Street (th site of the birthplace o NO Lii-v
Ho u s e d06108)p| Chartistriots | grandfather, whose account of t Map 3
Birmingham of 4" July 1839 nearbyl839 Chartist riot
contributed some details to the
6Battl e ofhel B ori
the Rings
The family homec 18881913)
Harborne of Christopher Wiseman,
30 12 Greenfield Crescen Road Tol ki ends cl| os¢{ VES [vii
Edgbaston Tol ki g were at King E Map 4
route to school  Their argumentative walks to
school would begin here.
The temporary military hospital
where Tolkien was treated for
The Aston Webb The Joseph trench fever during November a
Building (then the Firsi Chamberlain early December 1916. The Il.Epilogue
31 Southern General . adjacent clock tower had loome YES '
. L Memorial Map 5
Hospital), Birmingham Clock Tower over south Edgbaston for about
University, Edgbaston decade by that timend may have
inspired the towers ifhe Lord of
the Rings
The graves of
greaigreaigrandparents and af
great uncle; also, the gravestong
Key Hill Cemetery Warstone his paternal gra.ndp.arents, uncl Li
32 Hockley ' Lane and aunts, which includes the YES Map 1
Cemetery name of Tol ki
Samuel Wilson Suffield (I) was
buried in nearby Warstone Lang
Cemetery.
The home of Arthur Purser,
whom Tolkienand his brother in
The site of 2 childhoodc al | ed 6T L
33 Willersey Road (then - Og r e ell akds wife, Alice NO Mép 7
Sarehole Farm) Burgoyne, daughter of the
diminutive local farmer Jabez
Buggins.
A pub at the h
The vy Bush181 north Edgbaston neighbourhoo ILvii
34 Hagley Road, - (19021911), the name of which YES Mf.ip 4
Edgbaston he gave to an inn ifhe Lord of
the Rings
The house AudftMay(
o | SoCnyRm ey | Tmevennavenened |
O6Woodville ’ Map 6

may have invented their secre
languages.




90 Trafalgar Road (the|

N The childhood | Liv
36 oMalvern ] mother ¢ 1870s1891). YES Map 6
Moseley
Trittiford Mill Pool The location of a mil! and ponq )
37 (then Titterford Mill, i where a young Tolkien and h|§ YES IL.ii
vardley Wood brother Wogld cut reeds to fashig Map 7
into whistles (1898900).
The house of- 1
The site of 64ardley | The site of 58| grandfather fronz: 1867 until
38 Wood Road (then | Yardley Wood 1891. I'n 1871 NO LLiii
OFirfield Road (then grandfather was living next doo| Map 6
Green 60 May f i| inahouse that was the probab
birthplace of
The parish churcesof some of
the earlier Suffields, including :
39 Tg;ﬁg‘g:sﬁgi Tgff; C&‘rf,'fczf John € 16441712), whose plaqy ~ YES M;'O ,
can be found in the narthex All
Saintsé Chuy
The location of the house wherg
Tol ki e nilllam 8uffield
An unknown address : e .
40 on Stockfield Road i lived with his Wlf? Beatrice ( " l.v
' 18981900). Tolkien recalled Map 1
Acocks Green ) .
walking there from Sarehole wit
his mother.
An unknown address The birthplaceoff o | ki en I.vii
41 on Hall Road, - . ?
Handsworth In 1857. Map 1
¢ 164174 Birmingham The row wher e
42 RO:SEQT:;)B?NC;:W - friend Geoffrey Bache Smith an ? Ap&zr;dllx B
y his family livedd 189081916).
Bromwich
The music sho
paternal grandfather from 184§
70 New Street, until he was obliged to relocate I.vii
43 Birmingham 87 New Street the other side of the street in 181 YES Map 3
The shop remained at no. 87 un
1877.
The house of T
44 28 Forest Road (then ) the time he met and became VES I.vii
6El mdond) , engaged to Mab&luffield ¢ Map 6
18861891).
The house of T
53 Church grand.mc.)ther and heryounges |
45 55 Church Road (then Road (then no| sons Wilfrid a_nd Laurencdc the YES L.vii-viii
no. 15), Moseley 16) late 1880sintil ¢ 1900. In 1891, Map 6
T o | k AuntniMViatseland her
family lived next door.
. The site of the The church wh .
Al | Saint . ~ l.vii
46 Kingés H Ki n_g 0s pat_ernal grandparents were YES Map 6
Institute married on 18February 1856.




The site 00397

The housgc 19001929)of

Tol ki ends heagd .
47 AEImdon Lane (then ) Edwardos, Cary NO [1.vii
6Canterbur . : Map 1
Marston Green close schoolfr!end, Robert Quiltg
Gilson.
The vicinity of
OverdaleCourt (then Thehous¢s)\wh er e To Lvii
48 the location of a housé - father lived during his adolescen ? M;atp 6
call ed ol (¢ 1870s).
Moseley
The pitches where Tolkien useq
to play rugby (1962912),
including as the teamate of the
future Field Marshal Slim. An
The King The post1936 | intraschool match on these field
49 School playingjelds, K.E.S. in 1911 was the subject of his YES 11.ix
Eastern Road, Edgbaston | juvenilemockheroicp o e m @ Map 5
Edgbaston campus Battle of the
the opposite side of the Bristol
Road are the K.E.S. premises
which Tolkien viewed in 1944 an
found O6ghasttdty
While Tolkien was living a short
A site in the vicinity of distance awathis washe house
65 Rodney Close (the (¢ 1911fone of hi .
50 | 10 Dawlish Place, : second cousins. Lilian Suffield |~ NO Ap&e”dr A
Monument Road), married Frederick J. Turner, ap
Ladywood whose occupat
maker 0.
One of the two boarding house
where Tolkien may have staye
during summer 1909 to prepare
51 206 Leach Green Lang - for an Oxford University exam YES -vil
Rednal Map 8

and where he took Edith during
the secretive excursion which

resulted in their long separatior|
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Maps

Map 1: An Overviewof the West Midlands
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Figurel: An Ordnance Survey map of the early 1900s showing some of the locations mentioned in this essay. The numbered
blue rectangles correspond to the magéailed maps which follow.
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Stesof greater importance:

10
19
21
22
27
32
40
41
42
a7

6Bag Endad, Dor mst on

15 Victoria Street, Warwick

The Church of St Mary Immaculate, Warwick

60Brackl eyd/ 6Dunkel do, Mi ddl et on Hal | R
St Peterds Church, Bromsgrove

The Key Hill & Warstone Lane Cemeteries

Stockfield Road, Acocks Green

Hall Road, Handsworth

Grove Crescent, West Bromwich

Canterbury House, Marston Green

Sites of lesser importance:

A
B

C

The Tolkien family home on the Alcester Road] 881

The Forest Hotel, Dorridge wher e Tol ki ends uncl e was
1890s

49 Sandon Road, Edgbastdvome ofT o | k i e n-fiiend GFc Gottrelllin

1911

6Ear !l sfiel dod, We :shonfeiofd b § k Re afiliend TBKd g ba b t ¢
Barnsley in 1911

St NicolaBChur ¢ h, K i, which Solkidhairited from a distance in

1913

Lower Farm, Newnham wher e Tol ki en®&s cousi n, Fr
other family members; 1930s1950s

The colours used for each notation signify the following:

RED
GREEN
ORANGE
PURPLE
BROWN

A siteof direct relevance fbolkien himself

A site relatd to members of the Suffield family

A site related to members of the Tolkien family

A site related t4fiendsne of Tol ki ends sch
Other sites
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Map 2 The Evesham Area
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Figure2: An O.S. map of the early 1900s showing the Evesham area in more detail.

18 Orchard HouseBlackminster
25 Manor Farm & St Peterds Church, Hi nt on on
39 Al | Saintsd Church, Evesham

A Dresden Schodihow 51 High Street), Eveshamh er e Tol ki ends wi f e
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Map 3: BirminghamCentre
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Figure3: An O.S. map of the early 1900s showing Birmingham centre in more detall.

King Edwar doés &dhhjoeow e,lE HeckandegtSons)e t
Barrowbds Stores, Corporation Street
Old Lamb House, Bull Streg& the Suffield warehouse on Crooked Lane

70 New Streetl o hn  B. T o $hkpi(&Bnh New Street sppasite)

The site of William, 8181018131 dds early printing sho
New Street Station, where Hetwbehd18386s aunt acted as
ThesiteoSamuel Wil sony S1830§& 18406 6s gr ocer

The site of the Baptist c¢hapeHaptivetinel838 Tol ki ends ma
St Philipbdés Cathedral (then Church),6 184here John S
The scene of the Chartist ript8 July 1839

The Crescent, a chil dhonai86dsome of Tol ki ends fathe
39 Corporation Street: the Suffield drapery shop shortly before bankreipaty,1880s

Mason Col | eg e matertakunt eeceivad IpHysiolgy dugianiate 188 early 1890s

Great Charles Street, where Tollbes p at er n alivedanound 1®01Wi | f r i d

Met hodi st Centr al Hal | , Corporation Streedt: one a
The Council House, whose clock tower Tolkien and Edith could hear during theirilatecht & wi nd o w
t alcklom®,

The Prince of Wales Theatre, where Tolkien met Edith dhFebruary 1910

The stop on Navigation Street where Tolkien likely caught the tram to the K.E.S. grounds in Edgbaston,
early1900s & 1944
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Map 4: North Edgbaston
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Figure4: An O.S. map of the early 1900s showing north Edgbaston in more dez‘a//

Birmingham Oratory, Hagley Road
25 Stirling Road

4 Highfield Road

21/37Duchess Road

26 Oliver Road

185 Monument Road

11 Frederick Road

12 Greenfield Crescent

The vy Bush

Dawlish Place, Monument Road

93 Harborne Road,theous e of Tol kigeangiaentsud85& r n al
The site of the iron foundry where John Suffield workeéarly 1890s

6 Stirling Road, home of the family of D6Bampson Gamgee, 18911901

96 Hagley Road, home of Tol ki
22 Vernon Road, home of George Suffield Marri¢911

The Edgbaston Waterworks

Perrottds Folly

endscBOOlusi n

great

once

rem

The corner of Francis Road and the Hagley Road, where Tolkien saw Edith for the last time before she

left Birmingham, 2March 1910
FiveWayg uncti on, on
62 Wheeleys Road, t

Tol ki
he

route to
of Tol ki

enods
house
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Uncl

and
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Map 5: South Edgbaston
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Figure5: An O.S. map of the early 1900s shoveagth Edgbaston in more detall.

The site of the University of Birmingham and First Southern General Hospital
The Eastern Road play#figlds

The site of Haydn Pl ace, where TIB40ki ends
and where hékelymet Tol ki ends grandmot her, Mary J
The site of what was then 382 Bristol R c
grandfatherg 1861

6 Al bert Road, t h-aunthLouiss Holdenf 188lo!l ki ends hal
The site of what was then 81 Gough Road,
Incledon,c 1891

77 Greenfield Road,-frigmdasméeH. antl R.9. Pdytkn, 18606 6 s s c h
1911

Selly Oak railway station, where the invalided Tolkien was disembar&edovember

1916

Birmingham University Hospital, where Tolkien was assessed by an army medical board

on 23' January 1917

The site of King Edwardds School from 193
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Map6:. Mosel ey and Kingds Heath
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Figure6: An O.S. map of the early 1900s showing the Moseley area in more detail.
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9 Ashfield Road

86 Westfield Roa@& the BirminghantGloucester railway to the rear)
214 Alcester Roa@ 171 Alcester Road)

6l vy ddasCottoalppep & 6 Gl en Lynndé, 58 Grove Aven
Abbotsforddé, Wake Green Road
Wo o d %6 Chdntey &Road

Ma |l v e r ®0THialgas Road,

Fi r& i éeMadyStoney LLadedyardley Wood Road

El m@&Forést Road

55 & 53Church Road

Al Saintsd® Church

6l vy Lodged, Par k Road

o OO0 OO

Highbury Hall, the residence of the Chamberlain family, 1918
4 Augusta Road, the first marals&l home of

St Anneds Church, where Tol kiends Aunt Ma
6Nora Vill asbé, 87 Clarence Roadgl8%ouse of
34 Grove Avenue, probably the first marit
¢ 1891

Site of OGalmamssionemalishedendl895 to make way for terraced housing

60Kyl emored, 45/ 47 Wake Green Road, house
11 Edgbaston Road, the boagramdf ahtoluesred sr u
Eliza Suffielde 18911904

The Kingds Heath I nstitute, where Tol ki er
September 1895

The &AsmtrRodhouse of Mabel Tol KWardsped90launt
Carisbrooked, 130 Anderton Park Road, th
OWintéérdgBeWake Green Road, home od Samueé
1901

St Dunstands Church, one of the fi®#2st Cat
95 Station Road, house of MabelcIBd!l ki ends
2 Amesbury Road, the home in 1911 of TolKk
Fi el do, E. B. Al abaster

o O

79 Bl enheim Road, house of Tol ki ends sec
Suffield (ll1),c 1911
64 Woodstock Road, house of Tol ki ends cou

¢ 1911
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Map 7: Sarehole and tHeiver Cole

\

Figure7: An O.S. map of the early 1900s showing the valley of the River Cole in more detall.

5 Gracewell Cottages, Wake Green Road

Sarehole Mill

6Bumbl e Dell & or Moseley Bog
Sarehole Farm

Titterford Mill Pond

Four Arches Bridges 1820present

Arthur H. Foster 0scl8301928l et 6 on Green Road,
060Gl eneaddayfi dl d Road, house of John c388191 i
The Pine Dell Hydropathic Establishment & Moseley Botanical Gardens12802
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Map 9: Lichfield and Cannock Chase

Figure9: An O.S. map of the early 1900s showing Cannock Chase in more detall.

15 60Hazel Dened & ORock Cottaged, Great Hayw
20 Gipsy Green, Teddesley Hay

A Whittington Heath, where Tolkien waacamped during August & September 1915
B The George Hotel, Lichfield, where the core of the T.C.B.S. gathered for the last time
on 25 September 1915

C d@enkridgé Rugeley Camp, where Tolkien was billeted from October to December
1915 and again in the spring of 1918
D Brocton Camp, where Tolkien was billeted from December 1915 until May 1916 and

again in the summer of 1918
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Introduction

In my first essay justifying the creation of the Shire Way, | argued that a walking route across the
West Midlands of England could sufficiently imitate a journey describBeeidord of the
Rngas to kindle the imagination of J.R.R. Tol
to seek in the region a physical connection to his Shire landscape. | also asserted that the
popul arity of Birminghamos pr estielpbiograpbitak i e n
purview and lack of association with e aut hor 6s ficti onal wor K
inconsistent of me, therefore, to dedicate so large a sequel to a history of the lives of Tolkien, his
ancestors and his relatives. However, the essence of my complaint about the ten sites which
constith e t he Trai l I's that they do not adegqguat
association with the area. And, although the ambition of the Shire Way is to entertain as well as
inform, a detailed biographical ingredient is nevertheless indispensable

The main appeal of the footpath to readergé Lord of the Ringsiill lie not in its
realism but in its authenticity. And we should not underestimate the number of people whose
imaginations are stimulated less by the sight a row of colourful round doors or an actor wearing
prosthetic Elears than by the notion thaettoad, river, woodland or hillside being traversed is
one which Tolkien may have experienced and envisioned while he wrote. Such credibility will
not be easy to establish, especiallyempénts of Birmingham which have undergone the greatest
change since the turn of the twentieth century, but wholly impossible if the wayfarers are unaware

of the narrative of Tol kiendés early I|ife and
Midland locations.

Tolkienhimselfb el i eved t hat biography can shed |
the origin of an idea being of less importanda&m than how it is usedlhis conviction grew
during his | ater years in proportion to his
of [his] stronglerstome ilndtotnesrd, bhye 1wWr7alt.e t hat
indeed God Himself, could unravel the real r
works. Not the author himself (although he knows more than any investigator), and certainly not
socal | ed 0 p s’Hawbver| i®ngain skjestion, a& a scholar who had himself theorised
about thadentity and attributesf t he medi e v atoth®iBmninenceof tRosee t 0 ,
who wrote speculatively abeattivinga ut hor s, causing 6di s‘taste a

Still I wish it could be forbidden that after a great man is dead, little men should scribble
over him, who have not and must know they have not sufficient knowledge of his life and
character to give them any key to the fruth.

' Carpenter, Humphrey (ed.Jhe Letters of J.R.R. TolkieHlarper Collins. 1981L. et t er 337: From a |
Wrigleyd (.25 May 1972)

? lbid. Letter 199: From a letter to Caroline Everett (24 19%Y)& Letter 329: From a letter to Peter Szabé
Szentmihalyi (October 1971)

* Letter 213: From a letter to Deborah Webster (25 October 1958)

‘ Letter 284: To W.H. Auden (23 Feuary 1966)

° Letter 261: From a letter to Anne Barrett, Houghton Mifflin Co. (30 August.1964)
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One of the o6little mend he mayAkeel®himaksd i n
who made the claim in his introduction T&ie Lord of the Rings$hat the story contains
Oreminiscences of jJjourneys on foegionsdi sTohw
complained to the publisher: O0As Bilbo said
private pantries as | do myself. Or pretetod$ never walked in Wales or the marches in my

y o u‘fThe Erdglish Midlands, as we shall see, are another matter.

It is not the intention of this essaytocstiei T o | k i e n,@sepnirathedinaitedi v e a1
sense of exploring a very fewthad rootsof 7he Lord of the Ringd will not exaggerate the
similarity between Tol kiends childhood haunt
will be an attempt only to imitate the journey of Frodo and his friends, based on arguably
fortuitous geographical cefationsone can use no stronger words than that. Nor will this essay
elucidate the secret de pperhapsnasuggesiinglthlatinise eadys p e r
experielwes of coping with bereavement can be detected s myt hol ogy®®s cen
mortalitya s aanmdyitfted enti cement df a O6counterfeit

My own opinion i s tcanalarifytaenrelaiomship loetwées redd i o g r
andfictionalsettings, but also between real fctibnalpersongor, in this case, hobbjtdVve
may be sure that Tolkien extrapolated certain Hobbit characteristics from his own personality
and experienced his idea can be taken too far, of course, as Tolkien complained that BBC
producers had done in obliging him to attend a firework display for the filming of a 1968
document a,rd : h @hmseandtdgnegsince | was a boy. Fireworks have no special
relation tom e °.B@t | believethat the Hobbit preoccupation with genealogy and family politics
/sautobiographical in origin, with Tolkien transposing into his fiction some of the characters he
knew and heard about in childhobd.

In The Hobbit Bilbo Baggins is described as the product of two contrasting families,
with the two sides of his nature pulling him in different directions. The inhibited but respectable
Baggins in hinenjoysmost of all bmg ensconced in his own airhair and causes Bilbo to

coll apse O60shaking |like a jelly that was mel't
at first behaves 0li ke a second edition of h
something a bit queer in his nealkp from the Took side, something that only waited for a
chance to come outdéd. This wildness in the bl
and fairy in the remote past, is responsible for the disreputable tendency among menatbers of th
clan to have adventurésn Bi | b o, i t  pgo ansl ser thesgreat snouatains,lamdg et

hear the pingrees and thevaterfalls, and explore the caves, and wear a sword instead of a
walkingsticlo .

The biographer Humphrey Carpenter saw the incongruous familial traits striving within
Bil bo as an explanation of Tol kiends own cha

* Letter 229: From a letter to Allen & Unwin (23 February 1961)

‘'See Letter 154 on the EI vearth ara $ettdi 218 bnacdumerfeitsndmortality amo r t a |
0the chief Dbait of Sauron6.

* Letter 301: From a letter to Donald Swann (29 February .19é8)als6 T o | k i e n.BBQTeléevisibno30d &

March 1968

‘See, for exampl e, Art hur"J3hoaryK892 asigsotet ia Carpenter, Hunphhey.s mo t
J.R.R. Tolkien: A Biographgeorge Allen & Unwin. 1987. 20.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ON_dD-LKlCA
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extraordinary but in others remarkably humdrtia.points outurthermoret hat Bi | bo wa s
of the |Iively Belladonna Took, herself one o
Jjust as Tol kien was 0O0son of the enterprising

daughters of old John Suffield (who lvedtb e n e a r |*“Yhusg Campentedimpdies, wé .
may read Bilbobds |Iineage as a | ikeness of To
artistic Suffielsland the Baggirfamilyfor the solid and respectable Tolkiens

There areflaws in this theoryJohn Suffield would have scoffed at the comment, made
about the corresponding Hobbit families, t h
Tol ki ens], t hough they were wundoubtedly ric
relationship betven the family histories of Tolkien and his Hobbits, with aspects of the Baggins
ancestry also having a Suffield provenafRce.example, he writes of hdvaura Baggins
remained leader of th@ynastyafter the death of her husbaadd until she was one hundred
and two years old, meaning that Ooher son Bur
h e wa’dt stiik@dne as more thamstcoincidental thaivhenT ol ki ends deceas
grandf at her 0 & Bismengham during/the fiest halfiofel@04, John Suffield was the
eldest son and aged exactly seventy.

Howextensive nd accur at e wa fhif own kamily, it & bardkorsayw | e d g
Late in |ife, he wrote that he would have |
thought it now unlikely he would ever dd’#&s a boy he had been regaleith thesupposedly
heroic exploits of hi&erman forefathersy his Aunt Grace, and yet we are told by Carpenter
that Tol kien 6came to feel far closer “to [ hi
This wagpartlydue to the influence of his maternal grandfather, in whose Birmingham house
Tolkien lived upon arriving from South Africa, aged three. John Suffield was enormously proud
of hisancesta, who had been engravers and ptakers, and he demonstrated some of their
skill in his own craftsmanship. He woul d Ot a
the family a coat of arms because they did fine work for him, and how Lord $affieldistant
relative (which was not true)o.

There is a hint of disdain in Carpenteros
of ancestry which in many ways was all he ha
writesin 70/ k/ e n 6tsh aBtagd cEmnd Suf fi el d was Oright at
of his familyd:

The Suffields went back several generations in the district of Evesham known as
Bengeworth, where they had connections with the printing and publishing trade. They
were on the top rung of the artisan ladder. Some of the family were certainly highly literat

* Carpenter J.R.R. Tolkienl79.

“NotethatT ol ki enf6s paternal grandfat her aihesand wasefateehte d ol d
three daught er s by andéeeecralanore hydis firsts wifg)r and mot her (

#Letter 214: To A.C. Nunn (drafty 1958/59.

* Burns,Maggie Roots and Realit)npublished. 6.

“ CarpenterJ.R.R. Tolkien26.
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craftsmen at | e a s tSentimemtall Jotaneyc spgned &Samneobfi
Bengworth 178908, shows that intellctual trad

The lateeighteentitentury Suffields were nonconformist in their religious beliefsabu
mixture of influential burgers and itinerant tradesmeny much part o& nascent English
middle class.

Tol kien seems to have been |l ess intereste
deep past, as a |l etter encour agi AmloSadors s on
Englandndicates:

Still, I hope one day youdl |l be able (if you
origins of our peculiar people. And indeed of us in particular. For barring the Tolkien

(which must long ago have become a pretty thin strand) you are a Merbidoc@n

(of Wychwood) on both sidés.

The Hwiccewere the Angk&axon people whose territory was roughly consonant with that of
the old diocese of Worceste and i s probably a reference to
not di smi ssing t he I mpi® mterdian ciwe rather to dowrplayh e r 0 s
Christopherods Germanic roots and emphasise t
born in England. This betrays a sensitivity, exacerbated by thightad period in which
Tolkien lived, that his surnamais birthplace in the Orand&ee State and his interest in
Teutonic languages and mythologies might lead others to doubt his afégiaicé

Three further passages réproduced hetolinkkeveased s Cc 0
chronological order, confirm that he used his family background to justify his claims to a regional
and therefore a national homelarithe adamancevith which Tolkien proclaims himself a
Suffield is noteworthy because his relationship with both branches of his family in the years
i mmedi ately after his motherds conversion to
to believe that at leasinse of the Suffields hadtdheir ties with Mabel for her religious beliefs,
leading to her premature death\nd thisbitternessnmay be citederroneousihas a reason to
doubt thesalience of the familg T o | k seHima@esand therefore as a defect in the rationale
for a Shire Way between Birmingham and Eveshdimis also important to perceives

*Morton, Andrew H..7 o / k /i e n 6. BrewthaBgoksE20@3B. The book is probably that also mentioned by
Burns(Roots 10) as belonging to Jane Neave (née Suffield)

* Burns Roots11.However,none of he three Suffieldwho built the new Methodist chapel in Evesham in 1808
was Tol ki en 6 seeMby, Cengd. Tha Histoeysft Egeshar. $834-6)35

" Letter 95: From a letter to Christopher Tolkien (18 January 1945).

“Beside hisGermamoundi ng name, Tol kien described his birthpl
6since | was shipped home in 1895, and have spent mos
or 6 year s i nTothedélaughion NiftlireCQot (lume 1958))5

“Tol kiends |l etters contain hints of religious tension:
153, Tolkienr e me mber s 6a Protestant relation who to me obj e
Father, because the name father belonged only to the

*Indeed, | have seen no evidence explicitly confirmingr'tikien visitedEveshamthough it is probable he did
so while visiting his brother in Blackminster or his


https://books.google.co.uk/books?id=O6hfAAAAcAAJ&pg=PA353&lpg=PA353&dq=john+william+joseph+suffield+evesham&source=bl&ots=qrq9K65Twm&sig=ACfU3U3TktvbCTETLrvKliBRRVzZly1BGg&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjozbCbt7LxAhWaOsAKHSssBjcQ6AEwEnoECAYQAw#v=onepage&q&f=false
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ncti on

Cheshire, Shropshire and Herefordshire, where Tolkighheanever walked in his youth, and

6t he

counties upon the Welsh Marchesad,

Tolkien says he is at home:

After 150 years (now 200) my father and
Neither among them nor others of the name whom | have since met have | found any
who showed any linguistic interests, or any knowledge of even modern German. My
interest inanguages was derived solely from my mother, a Suffield (a family coming from
Evesham in Worcestershire). She knew German, and gave me my first lessons in it. She
was also interested in etymology, and aroused my interest in this; and also in alphabets
andhandwriting:

I am in fact far more of a Suffield (a family deriving from Evesham in Worcestershire),
and it is to my mother who taught me (until | obtained a scholarship at the ancient
Grammar School in Birmingham) that | owe my tastes for philology, especially of
Germanic languages, and for romance. | am indeed in English terms-midiester

at home only in the counties upon the Welsh Marches; and it is, | believe, as much due
to descent as to opportunity that ARgaxon and Western Middle English and
alliterativererse have been both a childhood attraction and my main professionaf sphere.

Though a Tolkien by name, | am a Suffield by tastes, talents, and upbringing, and any
corner of that county [Worcestershire] (however fair or squalid) is in an indefinable way
Ohomed to me, as nd other part of the

\,V
i

Figure10r A map showing the historic boundaries of the English counties bordering Wales.

b et we e meadingapproximaely dhe distdyic countiesMd | e s ,

pri

hi

wor |l d

being around two miles frothe towf). Evesham station was accessible by train from Oxford, as it lies on the
Oxford-Worcester line.

# Letter 294: To Charlotte and Denis Plimmer (8 February 1967)
# Letter 165: To the Houghton Mifflin Co. (June 1955)

# Letter 44: From a letter to Michael Tolkien (18 March 1941)

n
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WhileTol ki ends i dent i finnadubihbdd was categorical, the heasorS u f f
he describes them as O6coming from Eveshamo
greafgreatgrandfather had moved his family to Birmingham the better part of a century before
the author was born. It coub@, as Morton suggests, because members of the family were never
at home in the industrial town and felt themselves at heart to be exiles from their Worcestershire
roots: However, Isuspecthat part of theppeal of Evesham to Tolkien vihe antiquity of
that settlement, which originated withfthendationof the Abbey around AD 700. By locating
his ancestors there, rather than London, Birmingham or Oxford, where his grandparents were
born, Tolkienconjuesa direct connection betweéimselfand the medieval culturevhich
became his 0mai n. Agordn ¢oshssi evgoiutzohary sdeah, evhiehdwere
purposive and already diashioned by the early decades of the twentieth century, every
individual 0s natur e has been shaped by t he
progenitors: Even something as circumstantial as a language could become instinctive within a
line of descent, perhaps weakening through disuse but remaining nonetheless atlemsssible.
explainsTol ki enés comment to W.H. Auden that o011
of ancestry as bloagr o & jnshi8 own case, membership of a family from a venerable
Worcestershire towme ant he 0t enodiandtMaldleeEaglidh ys awowrt tongue
as soon as [ he] set eyes on itad.

Anevengreates our ce of Eves hamflbelievgtplecatibmtthe Tol k
heart of agricultural Englanthe Vale of Evesham, where the River Awamds through the
fertile and sheltered lowland between the Cotswolds, the Lenches and BredoffiaHibus
for itsfruit and vegetablethe cultivation of which once employed the vast majority loicthile
populatonC. S. Lewi s implied that this vanished t |
ideal:

Tolkien once remarked to me that the feeling about home must have been quite different
in the days when a family had fed on the produce of the same few miles of country for six
generations, and that perhaps this was why they saw nymphs in the fourdayasiand

*Morton.4. Burns (6) does warn against exaggerating Tol ki
of his grandparents were born there (two were born in Birmingham, one in London and one in Oxford). However,
emphasis on the importance of Eveshamefrom Tolkien himself.

*The fact that Tol kiends second son suffered from the

childhood, of a 6Great Wave, towering up, and coming
to conclude that the visiomas ©&épossi bly inheritedd (L etBHvidence of6 3 : To
Tol ki en6s purposive evolutionary ideas can be found
evolutionary change take place [inadésyhi ch mi ght i n favourable circumst

former garden | had a bordptanted with garden daisies (mostly red); but they seeded into the lawn, where in the
struggle for life they reverted to ordinary daisies and conducted their battle with the grass like their ancestors. Some
seeds, however, managed to reach a place whereoanously rich soil had developed (rotting grass and deep

black bonfire ash). One hardy adventurer tried to do something abduiticould only do it in daisy fashion: it

grew four times the size with a flower the size of -arbaifi. | saidmagnificent; but a little coarse? No real
improvement on bellis perenrdst or Something may have heard. Next morning it had put out from its flower, on

delicate stalks rising in a ring out of the rim of the disc, sikkpink ped | i ttl e el vish daisies
312: From a letter to Amy Ronald (16 Novemt#g9))

* Letter 163
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in the wood$ they were not mistaken for there was in a sense a real (not metaphorical)
connection between them and the countryside. What had been earth and air and later
corn, and later still bread, really was in them.

Thus, in associating his simplified ancestry with a particularly agrarian corner of rural

Worcestershire, the 6homelessd child of Cary

Engl andds soil . | f Vict or-baxam Eedham wes m gidbmed. wa s
In the following essay, | cannot claim to have brought much to light that was previously

unknown. |t is not a descriptive biography i

tome. From the outset, my focus has been upon place and my aim targattfesfocument

what is known of TCoorediong théWestiMidlanels. la thishdeavaumi | i a |

| discovered that | was treading in footsteps of the Tolkien scholar, Maggie Burns, who was
writing a monograph on the same topic at the diieer sudden death in 2012. My enquiries

via the Archives & Collections department of
very generously sharing with me the unpublished manuscibR.&. 7olkien: Roots and

Reality Although in need of some revisidPpots and Reality a more ambitious and expansive

work than anything | could have written based solely on my research into the fSonifield

And, & the footnotes demonstrateny @iographical Ingredie@iis somewhere between an
abridgmentiad a commentary on the work of Maggie Burns.

“Hooper, Walter (ed.)They Stand Together: The Letters of C.S. Lewis to Arthur Greeves]9683yHarper
Collins. 1979. Letter &2 June 1930
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J.R.R. Tolkiends Family in

The Evesham Suffields from the 1660s to the 1860s

As it is relevant to this enquiry obliquely, and anyway difficult to discenmueftbertainty, |
shallonly sketchthe distant past of tt&uffield familyn EveshamOne of the earliest records

of a Suffield living in the vicinity of Eveshatates to the baptism of a William Suffield, son of
John, on 4March1667# It is likely that the father was the same John whose monument can be
found in thenarthexof Al |  SChurch, EweshariMap 2:39],telling of his death in 1712,
aged sixtgight”

L ¥
s e
o all el ol 1

e {1 SO

Figurell The memorial of a John Suffield (c. 1844 2) in the Church &/l Saintsn Evesham.

* England Births & Baptisms, 158875 'Baptism of William Suffield, 4th March 166Findmypast.com. 2023.
*60Parish of Al | Saintsd with St Lawrence, Evesham: I
Wi n d 02002 54. Inscription 61.



https://www.findmypast.co.uk/transcript?id=R_942354339
http://www.eveshamparish.com/uploads/7/6/7/2/7672331/inscriptions_on_gravestones_etc_all_saints_with_st_lawrence.pdf
http://www.eveshamparish.com/uploads/7/6/7/2/7672331/inscriptions_on_gravestones_etc_all_saints_with_st_lawrence.pdf
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The inscription records the premature deaths of a daughter, Mary, and two grandchildren, as
well as the passing of his wife, Jane, in 1727, agdivaidtydoes not mention that Janédgn
Smith) was Johndés second wife and that his f
mother, Mabel’ John hadraiseda number of children with Mabel and at least two more with
Jane, including the Thomas Suffield (:6888) also mentioned on his monument. It seems
probable that from one of these children was descehdeshoemakeBamuel Suffield, who,
in 1766, married Elizabeth WilsonBéngewortha parish opposite Evesham on the south bank
of theRiverAvon

Samuel and Elizabeth appear to have settled in Bengeragsifgto adulthood four
sons: Samuel Wilson Suffield {77%1816), Johnd 17731833), William € 1777#1847) and
Josephd€ 17791863)7 John it was who worked in London as an engraver, printer and stationer,
first in Fleet Street and then the Strand, b
William 1V). In 183Q he was embroiled iascandal surrounding the election of the two Tory
Members of Parliament for the constituency of Evesham,iwhenrgas suspected being one
of the agents who secured the seat for Sir Charles Cockerell and Lord Kennedy by means of
bribery and threat8Ve learn fromthe Minutes of Evidence Taken before the Select Committee
on Evesham Election Petitigpecember 1830)hat, besides his house in the Strand, John
Suffield owned a house lHampton the parish to the west of BengewdrTtis is confirmed
by death notices announcing that his wife and he both died in Hampton in 1831 and 1833,
respectively, at which point the house in question passed to their son.

John Powell Suffield:(18091874) lived in the area for the remaining thirtge years
of his life, first irLittle Hampton beside the Navigation Inn (lat®ve Crowr), and then close
to St Andr eGreatsHangptoi Tletns j nwi t hin the 1|ifeti me
least one Suffield resided on the south bank of the Avon, no more than 750 metres from the
Hampton ferry crossinfvhich bears a resemblance to Bucklebury FeriéianLord of the
Ringsas | have shown in n#xrgumend. However, John and the other Suffields living along
the bend in theiverwerenofT ol ki ends direct ancestoths, who
Evesham area for half a centliry.

*John ( orma&ridddana SnetlsidBladbury, Worcestersloinel 3 November 1684E£ngland Marriages,

15381978.

* England & Wales Hardwick Marriage Index, 2-Z837' Ev e sham Al |.203uyl766 s Chur ch'

* Seethe annotation in # aforementionedolume of Sterndt is also recordeih the Registers of the Board of
Stampghatab c or dwai ner 8 (shoemaker) by the name ofi778&amuel
and1784(Britalin, Country Apprentices, 171808 Findmypast.com. 2023).

*The House of CommonsReports from Committeeslinutes of Evidence Taken before the Select Committee

on Evesham Election Petition, Vol.1 December 183038.

* The StafLondon) 16 April 18314 & The Worcester Journdl9 August 1833.

* Although lam yetto identify the exact house in which John Powell Suffield lived between the 1850s and 1874,
based on census records | estimate that it was | ocat ¢
Hampton.

*Among 6the other Su$Sdmeédldsdnd oElwihDanb dt hdd efrodrst h son
post as a customs officer in the West Indies to Avon Teorat®aterside, Bengewortihisis recorded ahis

addressn the censuses @851and1861(findmypast.com. 2023).



https://www.findmypast.co.uk/transcript?id=R_855648005
http://www.tinstaafl.co.uk/eandwhmi/worcestershire/church%20pages/evesham_all_saints.htm#1755
https://www.findmypast.co.uk/transcript?id=GBOR%2FAPPRENTICES%2F394070%2F2
https://www.findmypast.co.uk/transcript?id=GBOR%2FAPPRENTICES%2F417924%2F2
https://books.google.co.uk/books?id=KDJbAAAAQAAJ&pg=PA138&lpg=PA138&dq=john+suffield+engraver+evesham&source=bl&ots=swl2AtXEaA&sig=ACfU3U0uqIzqEnvL1JTyTuSMnaKhQFEBHg&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwj8x-30xLHxAhWHilwKHdyiA_QQ6AEwEnoECAcQAw#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://books.google.co.uk/books?id=KDJbAAAAQAAJ&pg=PA138&lpg=PA138&dq=john+suffield+engraver+evesham&source=bl&ots=swl2AtXEaA&sig=ACfU3U0uqIzqEnvL1JTyTuSMnaKhQFEBHg&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwj8x-30xLHxAhWHilwKHdyiA_QQ6AEwEnoECAcQAw#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://www.findmypast.co.uk/transcript?id=GBC%2F1851%2F0011662288
https://www.findmypast.co.uk/transcript?id=GBC/1861/0011333781

Elizabeth Samuel Suffield
Suffield
1734-1810 1723-1819
I I 4 N\ 4 l N [ I \
Ann Suffield Samsumlson Hariet Suffield John Suffield Lucy Suffield William Suffield | | Joseph Suffield
1775-1801 17711816 1779-1831 1773-1833 Died 1826 17771847 1779-1863
| | | P g F— | |
John Powell Samuel Wiison Mary Luckman | | William Suffield John Suffield Lucy Suffield Elizabeth Joseph Suffield | | Frances Phillips | | Harriet Ellerker | | Thomas Suffield
Suffield Suffield Hill 3 Suffield
1809-1874 1798-1875 1799-1877 Born 1801 1802-1891 Born 1804 1806-1880 1808-1861 Bom 1810 Bom 1810 1811-1811
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Figurel2: A family tree showing Tolkien's matergedaigreaigreagrandparents and their known children and grandchildren.




William Suffield ¢ 17771847) and the move to Birmingham1810

J.R.R. Togrday eaddf grkeat was the third of Samu
William. While most of their children were baptised in Bengeworth, William was born around

the year 1777 in Leicester. In the 1790s he was apprentic@&hpdistprinter and bookseller

of Coventry Mary Luckman, who had taken over the business following the death of her
husband, Thomas, a former lord mayor of the ‘tiBy 1797 William had entered into a
partnership with Mary, creating the firm of Luckman & Suffield, and together they would publish

a number of books with religious therfiés.thatyear, healsomar r i ed t he younges:s
daughters, Lucy. Their first child, Samuel Wilson Suffield (hamed after his uncle but the first of

a line of Birmingham Suffields so known), was born in 1798. However, in around the year 1800

or 1801, William ended the partrship with Mary and returned with Lucy to Bengeworth, where

he was more than once obliged to bail out hi
fourth chil d -gramdfath@rolbhk, wasmdinsin Bgngewarth in 1802. The family
remaire d i n Wil liamds homet own unt il around

Northamptonshire, and then in 1810 to Birmingham.

According to Burns, one factor prompting William and Lucy to relocate to Birmingham
may have been the possibility of greater freedom of worship. Thgavewcentre of industry
was attractive to nonconformists because the Church of England held [#ssas\ean in the
older countytowns, and the Suffields would take full advantage of the increased latitude,
attending at various points Congregationalist, Baptist, Methodist, Unitarian, Anglican and
Catholic places of worship and institutidi3f course, there were also many more business
opportunities for William in Birmingham than in Evesham or Brackley. At first, he partnered
with several established printers and, operating Primgse Street (on what is now the site of
New Street StatiojMap 3:A), publ i shed such tr aclhesLifeo6 Reve
Our Lord and Saviour Jesus ChrB8at, by 1813 William was operating independently from
Bull Street At this point he suffered a double blow.

Il n September 1816, at the age of just for
wi t h unpar al 1Thdn,éndNoveneberil8] 9 retsirepontdilibe London Gazette
as having gone bankrdpfEortunately, he was able to resume business by 1823, operating until
1831 from a shop in the hdilmberedOld Lamb House Bull StreefMap 3:29],where some
of his customers wethe most eminent inhabitants of Birmingham, sudcheamanufacturers
Matthew Boulton (jr.) and John Cadbliny.was during these years that he helped to create the
sadly shodivedMe c hani cs 6wlinclh /j @ ygier ed t o educdate t he

“Burns Roots11.

*1bid. 12.

*1bid. 13.

“1bid. 14.

" The London Gazett€23 November 18191

“AccordingtoT o | ki en 6 s Jahm Sufiiedjr.p Ol kambh House was built in 1555 and was perhaps
originally an inrffBurns.Roots 57)

“Burns, Roots 19.
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Figurel3 Old Lamb House on the corner of Bull Street &rdoked Lane (1865).

By 1826, Wi I I i ambds s ograndfatbenwas alsd operktings m@pery gr e a't
business from a shop in Old Lamb Hopaed,in around 183pSamuel WilsorSuffield(l)

took charge of another premisesthe corner of Ann Street and Congreve Stjdep 3:B]
running it as a c¢ hWwilamsSaoffeldspeatrid lasyyearsclivng @ith his h o p .
daughters in Leicester, where he died in 1848, aged sewentye and his wife, Lucy, are

buried inthe nonconformisKey Hill CemeteryMap 1:32], northwest of Birmingham

“These streets were demolished in the 1870s.
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Tol ki end s -gnandfathernJahn Suffielc (280391)

By the middle of the nineteenth century, members of the Suffield family were playing a significant
role in the commercial andtellectual life of their new hometown. William Suffield was survived
by nine children: Samuet: (17981875), Mary ¢ 17991877), William (b. 1801), John (1802
1891), Lucy € 18041879), Elizabeth (b. 1806), Joseph (1B8&L), Frances (b. 1810) and
Harriet (b. 1810Y.1In the context of this investigatidme mostsignificahbranch of the Suffields
originatedwittWi | | i am and Lucyds fgandfathenof &RR. Takien. J o h n
However, further I nf or maed dismm mateonal crelatives m g To
Birmingham can be found #ppendix A

Having been born in Bengeworth, J@uifieldmoved with higarents and siblings
Birminghamataround the age of eight, and yet he seems to have maintained some links to his
birthplace, for in 1863 he would prove the will of his uncle Joseph Suffield in Evsiveen.
have seendohn became a dealer of drapery, lace, hosiery, gloves and carpets, founding what was
to become the family firm e mid1820s In 1830, he married Jane Oliver (18@59), who
was originally from County Durham. Their firsiadhJane, was born in 1831, and over the next
seventeen years they would have a further e
grandfather, Johfr.), in 1833. The latter would recall the family moving from quarters above
their shop i n Ol dirstlidkarabcouHty hosise Monament hame [later 6
Monument Road],semid et ached and wit fiAfter a spgell meardthed gar
nonconformist theological college on Spring Hill, to the needt of the citgentre, by 1851
the family were living oHRlarborne Road, EdgbastdMap 4:A], where their neighbours
included George Dawson, the renowned Unitarian predchann senior cannot have been
dogmatielly nonconformistfor he got married and baptised his children in the Anglican St
Phil i pds Rrminghanathédraiutthe was nevertheless motivatduktp those
worse off than himself: an 1847 parish recor
the giving of poor reliéf.

*Nor were William and his children the only Evesham Suffieldave migrated to Birmingham around this time.

A Joseph Suffield (b. 1828) had set up as a cooper and was living with his wife, Elizabeth, on Swallow Street in 1851.
How he may have been related to William is unclear: the census ten years earkethirésehyearold Joseph

living away from his parents at the Lyganbury Inn, Broadway. He and Elizabeth went on to have eight children, who
would predominantly find employment in metalworking.

“ John Suffieldjr.), s quoted in BurnsRooits27.

“ The Suffields lived at what is now 93 Harborne Road (therOnee@ thel851 Censys Not only did George

Dawson live nearby, at a house on the site of what is now the concrete Chamber of Commerce building, but the civil
engineers Edwin Gwyther and George Branson lived at nos. 87 and 89, respectively.

* Burns Roots27. She notes that a prohibition on baptisms in nonconformist churches had been lifted in 1837
and yet Mark Oliver Suffield (b. 1838) and at | east t
(30).


https://search.findmypast.co.uk/record?id=GBC%2F1851%2F4356109%2F00551&parentid=GBC%2F1851%2F0011754419

I

Eliza Suffield

1815-1004

John Suffield ]

1802-1891

)

Jane Suffield
1805-1859
Jane Suffield Sarah Swindall John Suffield Mark Oliver William Suffield Joseph Suffield Hamilton Suffield Robert Suffield Mary Jane
Marris o . Suffield . Colwell
Bom 1831 1833-1930 1838-1915 Bom 1839 Bom 1841 Bom 1845 Bom 1847 Bom 1848

1833-1904

Figurel4: A family tree showing Tolkien's maternal ggeamaparents and their children.




J 0 hspduseJane, died in 1859, and tfedlowing year he took Eliza Latham (1815
1904), the daughter of a local pin manufacta®his second wife Meanwhi | e, John
business had prospered and expanded in 1853 to occupy another of the three shops comprising
Old Lamb House (107 & now 108 Bull Street), as wallvaarehousen Crooked LaneLike
other successful Birmingham entrepreneurs of the period, John would seek to relocate his family
from the overcrowded city and instead commute from a larger house in a more rural setting.
Burns wites that John signed the lease on a property éafked r f i el dd ,justeaS h owe |
of the village of Moseley, in 1857, but the 18&dsus shows the newlgd couple and four of
Johnds s ahauselon theiBristpl Road in Edgbagtdap 5:B],near the site of the
(then)recentlycreated Calthorpe PatkThe family certainly occupidgirfield, on Stoney Lane
(now Yardley Wood RoadMap 6:38],onwards from 1867, when John signed an agreement

allowing him to erect a vinery in the grouh8sibsequentensuses record Elizad himliving
at the housevith two of his sons in 1871 and with a granddaughter iri'1881.

Figurels: The Suffields at Firfield (1880), with Tolkien's mo#emondrom-leftin the front row.

Firfieldisd escr i bed by Bur mgldlexlass lioiéoa whichBadEnd f u p
i s bYdtswagtbefocal venuefor family gatherings during thedecades The Suf f i e
Christmas festivities would ent aconpletawith ami | y

“Burns Roots61; and the somewhat contradict@861 Census

*The Post Office directories for 1867 and 1872 1|list F
* Firfield in thel871 Censuand thel881 Censuffindmypast.com. 2023)he house is no longer extant but was

opposite the junction with Woodstock Road, north of the lane now known as Fernside Gardens.

¥ Burns Roots62.


https://search.findmypast.co.uk/record?id=GBC%2F1861%2F2122%2F00744A&parentid=GBC%2F1861%2F0011433378
https://search.findmypast.co.uk/record?id=GBC%2F1871%2F3188%2F0148&parentid=GBC%2F1871%2F0020373524
https://search.findmypast.co.uk/record?id=GBC%2F1881%2F4315418%2F00039&parentid=GBC%2F1881%2F0013989881
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printed programmes (two of whistirvivefrom 1872 and 1883)T ol ki ends grandf a
(r.), and his brothers, Mark and Hamilton, were prominent performers and singers on such
occasiondnan1 8 80 phot o of the O6Suffiel datEifieddn o, pr
JRRTol ki ends mot hetenor diésepsds on the gnoanad in éhg feodt row
John(sr.)isin a chair at theerycentre He would remain living at Firfield until his death, aged

89, in 1891. Afterwards, his widow, Eliza,adoarding house on EdgbasRoadin Moseley

[Map 6:H], where she died in 1904.

A number ofJohnds <children | eft Birmingham dt
elsewhere, including William (in Sunderland), Robert (Colorado) and Mary Jane (London).
Three settled locally, forming further clusters of the family across the city. 1 bD3b®idéss
surviving daughteBarah Swindall Suffield (18B304) married George Marri€l8291906) a
manufacturer obrass and copper fern pobgdsteads and beddjmgith a showroom on Bull
Street.

Entablishied for the Manufscture of BEDSTEADS and BEDDING axcluatvely

GEORGE MARRIS,

 Wo. 29, BULL STREET, E ':;?mrt:qcr?: AN, §

t HAS ALWAYS ON VIEW l His CIOUS SHOW RIOMS

A LATIGE AND LEGANT VARIETY OF

IRON BEDSTEADS

FEATHER BEDS, BOLSTERS, AND PILLOWS,
s Horso-hair, Spring, Fronch, 'md Wool Mattresses, Straw Poallinzses, |
CYINY MEK AXD READY ¥ AT 1

MANUFACTURER OF THE IMPROVED WORKHOUSE SEDSTEAL

be ONLY ESTABLISHMENT i the Miflaad Covxtiee B the Mapsfaptars of Bedstesd

Figurel6: An 1856 advert faBeorge Marris's bedsteads.

*Burns Roots63.
* Her boarding house, Bdgbaston Roaith the1891 Censysad become no. 1y the time of thd901 Census
(findmypast.com. 2023).


https://search.findmypast.co.uk/record?id=GBC%2F1891%2F2351%2F0120&parentid=GBC%2F1891%2F0016082862
https://search.findmypast.co.uk/record?id=GBC%2F1901%2F2807-2808%2F0276&parentid=GBC%2F1901%2F0018004517

|

Ada Jane Marris

1856-1944

Sarah Swindall George Marris
Marris
1833-1904 1829-1906
Mary T George Suffield Rose Barrington Emily Blanche Norah Murrell Ernest Alfred Sarah Murrell Mary Hamilton John Walter William Arthur Robert Norman Violet Beatrice Isabel Daisy
ama 9 Marris Haynes Howard Marris Marris Burt Marris Marris Mildred Marris Marris Marris McMillan Marris
1857-1936 1859-1944 1860-1946 1861-1940 1862-1923 1864-1944 1865-1914 1866-1946 1868-1939 18701870 1871-1959 1875-1963
George Eric Denyer Richard Geoffrey Lois Mildred Joan Mary
Christopher Marris Marris Marris Marris
Marris
18891044 1891-1976 1901-1964 Bom 1907 Bom 1909

Figurel7: A family tree showing Tolkien's greant Sarah Swindall Marris and her thirteen children, known here as the -Blafiitses .



Her husbandods busi ness danngtherl8/éad thepantrersmpaf v ed up
Marris & Norton Furniture, which produced not ontetal furnishingbut bespoke cabinets

and sideboardéGeorge consequently grew in local influence, becoming a town councillor and
magistratevho was on friendly terms with Joseph ChambeBairahthusexceeded most of

her family in wealth and social raRkom comfortable residences in Acocks Green and Wake
Green duri ng tthe eouple86vedstheiapnodigicusféntsygrander addresses

in Edgbaston and (by 19043cot Road, Moseldiap 6:J"

OfSar ah a n thirteGrelildreg,® dagghter, Mary Hamilton Marris (188%14),
worked as a teacher while living in Mosel ey
William Arthur Marris (1868.939)also had a house and medical practidera Murrell Marris
(18611940) though handicapped by partial deafneas, an author who wrote and lectured on
the life of Joseph Chamberlaln the early 1900s she lived in Chelsea but returned before the
Second World War t@ house on Anderton Park Road, Moseldyere she was knocked down
and killed by a motor vehicle during a blackout in 19%Be eldest sof Sarah and George
wasd Y o uGeayg@ Suffield Marris (188B36),who took oveh i s ffeuhdhy enrardusd
1880 anddissolvedthe furnituremaking partnership five years latdnis interest lay in the
manufacture of stoves and kettles uwpetter t h
backwards} He marriedMary Twining George in 18&®dlived during the first decades of the
new century very nearby J.R.R. Tolkien in north Edghdstirai96 Hagley RoafMap 4:D],
opposite the Oratory, and ther22 Vernon RoadfiMap 4:E]> Neitherd’oung Georgénor the
twoofhissons who wer e appr GeorgenCaristephey Mafris (188944)n 6 s a g
and Eric Denyer Marris (184D76) feature inangccounb f t he aut, $uggesting ear |
that Tolkien did not havea closerelationship with thee descendants hismo t h &untd s
However, it is tempting twonderwhethert her e ar e e c h®argsedo fi nt hteh eb .
haughty and materialistic Hobbit dynasty ShekvilleBagginss.

Apartfrom theassonance of their surnamcs, a link between George Suffieldavidrris
the character ddtho Sackvill8agginganperhapse inferred inTolkien desterto A.C. Nunn
explainingthe patrimonial traditions of Hobbits. He writes that, while descent of the family
headship was strictly through the male line in the Tooks,

In other great families the headship might pass throdgingditer of the deceagechis
eldesgr andson (irrespective of the daughterds

*0OMarris & -IN®S8. Brish ant ltish Fusniture Makers Onliried December 2021.

* Sarah and George were recorded at a no longer extant house on Harborne Rod@&9%4 tfiensuand at 6
Ascot Road, O6lBdi€enMisond, in the

“Maryds adiboleCersuwiars t6ts¢é ockwoodd on Forest Road, Mo s el ¢
the1911 Censusshe was resident in the nursery and preparatory school which ah2 AdhSain8Road, Kings
Heath. According to th£911 CensydWilliam lived at 35 Valentine Road, which adjoins Ashfield Road, while his
surgery was at no. 67.

*0OFami ly of John Mar r9 &Mawis Family tistan80Septeher2015.s (1714
60 Geor ge Mar r i Glassic Camp StovExctober 2003APril 2013.

* George Suffield Marris and his family in 1891and1911 Censusdfindmypast.com. 2023).

* Eric Denyer Marris would go on to study at Cambridge, becdsnidg-Secretary in the Ministry of Education

(6 S u p p |. BhemkondorbGazett® January 195@nd father to the economist Stephen Nicholson Marris.



https://bifmo.furniturehistorysociety.org/entry/marris-norton-1875-1889
https://search.findmypast.co.uk/record?id=GBC%2F1891%2F2359%2F0204&parentid=GBC%2F1891%2F0016145634
https://search.findmypast.co.uk/record?id=GBC%2F1901%2F2807-2808%2F0012&parentid=GBC%2F1901%2F0017997397
https://search.findmypast.co.uk/record?id=GBC%2F1901%2F2807-2808%2F0093&parentid=GBC%2F1901%2F0017999748
https://search.findmypast.co.uk/record?id=GBC%2F1911%2FRG14%2F17846%2F0071&parentid=GBC%2F1911%2FRG14%2F17846%2F0071%2F1
https://search.findmypast.co.uk/record?id=GBC%2F1911%2FRG14%2F17853%2F0671&parentid=GBC%2F1911%2FRG14%2F17853%2F0671%2F1
https://www.marrisfamilyhistory.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Marris-of-Thornton-Curtis.pdf
https://classiccampstoves.com/threads/george-marris-co-sirram.23067/
https://search.findmypast.co.uk/record?id=GBC%2F1901%2F2815-2816%2F0311&parentid=GBC%2F1901%2F0016655804
https://search.findmypast.co.uk/record?id=GBC%2F1911%2FRG14%2F17920%2F0519&parentid=GBC%2F1911%2FRG14%2F17920%2F0519%2F1
https://www.thegazette.co.uk/London/issue/38797/supplement/4/data.pdf
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families of more recent origin, without ancient records or ancestral mansions. In such

cases the heir (i f he accepted thedcourtesy
though he often retained that awvéisthhéase f at her 0 s
with Otho Sackvilld8aggins-or the nominal headship of t&ackvillebad come to him

through his mothe€Camellia’

Just as Otho was the el dest g r a wasshe eldestn t he
grandson of John Suffiglst), likewise receivirtpe family name via his mothérmay be that
Georgefela sense of primacy among his maternal |
entitled to exercise some authority over the
Catholicism. Howevel,have seen no evidence forthsr any connection bet
sons andt h evénsmore perniciousfspging,Lotho Sackvillaggins.

Sarh Marrisf s younger br ot her , -19M%),ralso réained enr S uf
Birmingham, going into the family business of selling hosiery and lace., Ilel'®é2ried Mary
Martha Maddy from Winchcombe and by 1871 they had four children and were settled in Balsall

Heath, where thegtayedor over forty yearsS e v er a | of Mar kcostinudd Mar y o0
livingin the house until middlage, perhaps indicating that they were an especially close family
Mark certainly worked and socialised closely

eldest son, alstamedMark Oliver Suffield (18652 936 ) , att ended Mewng Edw
Streetmarried and became a successful portrait photographer911 he andhis wifehad

moved but only as far aStation RoadK i n g & s[Mdj &:B]twhere they accommodated

Tol ki ends first cousin and exactl95t)’oThé e mpor
younger Mark Oliverds sister did wander furt
between the 1900s and 1940s, however the likeness between the estuary of the Afon Mawddach
(on which Barmouth sits) anble Gulf of Lunei n T o | k i earth(svherblthel @reye

Havens lie) mighihdicatethat family ties enduréed.

“ Letter 214.

*Mark and his wife lived in at least two different houses in approximately the same location, the corner of Moseley
Road and Brighton Road.

*“Burns Roots58.The addressvas 95 Station Road, according tolthel Census

* Tolkien almost certainly travelled to théIPeninsula in 1920 on the Cambrian Coast Railway, which passes
through Barmouth on its way from Shrewsbury, t hus af
should he have wished to do so.


https://search.findmypast.co.uk/record?id=GBC%2F1911%2FRG14%2F17848%2F0433&parentid=GBC%2F1911%2FRG14%2F17848%2F0433%2F1
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Tol kiends maternal gr-30d f at her , John Suff

The el dest son of Jane and John Suffield (s
House in 1833 and educated at first in Leicester. At the age of six, while at home during the
summer holidays, John (jr.) witnessed at close quarters the Cbgstishich took place in
Birmingham on 4July 1839. Although he was caught up in the violent government response, he
later professed little sympathy for the mob, particularly its adftdtarsh n 6 s recol | ect
clash between the speci al constables (6ar mec
armed with stick or knifed) was set down by
seem to have found their way into Talki@ s f @atthe of @ywatér Just as the Chartists

marched between the shopfronts of the High Street, towards Holloway Head, and found
themselves confronted @arrs LangMap 3:E]by a police cordon, so the ruffians are caught

bet ween the high banks of the BywateRK Road L
1009. Neither the ruffians 7he Lord of the Ringsor the Chartists were willing to lay down

their knives and clubs, with sanguinary consequencédso | ki ends grtandfat her

The processionists were met by the 6éspecials
they declined to do. Then the constables charged and drove the whole crowd that filled

the street before them, paying special attention, however, to the Chartistthemong

mob... The uproar was tremendous, and whether | was on or off my feet | know not; but

I found myself carried by this flood of fugitives a good way down New Meeting

There the tide seemed to stop and turn, and | crouched down in the doorway of a

bakehouse which my people were wont to use a good deal... Next there came up a bevy

of pursuers calling upon those with whom | had just mingled to surrender. To these loud

cries of O6Surrender!d the mob showled 6No, n
was a forest of staves and cudgels hurtling in the air, and in a moment scores of faces were
smothered in bloodl.

John was subsequently educateldidderminster where he encountered another riot
around the time of the 1842 general electi@y. the age of 13, after attending two schools in
Birmingham, he was registered at the Methodist college in Tauntaasmaelling in French,
Latin, history and drawirig-ollowing the end of his schooling, he worked for a short time in
London, but returned before 1851 to his par
6ri bbon and | ace wareh®usemand in the family

* Burns Roots22-26.

“John Suffieldd | R e mdaBiemngham Gazetté908

“Burns Roots2 8. Johnds schooling in Kidderminster perhaps
family in the town at the time of th&41Census

*Burns Maggie6 An unlettered peasanthiby of Osor dshakbapaat er 6SuwMafoinel d and
The Journal of the Tolkien Socielyo. 49, Spring 201A.7.

" As perthe 1851 Censurecordcited earlier.


https://search.findmypast.co.uk/record?id=GBC%2F1841%2F1208%2F0292&parentid=GBC%2F1841%2F0004110381

Emily Jane John Suffield
Suffield
1838-1914 1833-1930
John Suffield George Suffield Roland Suffield Edith May Mabel Tolkien Emily Jane William Suffield Rose Suffield
Incledon Neave . o
1859-1927 1861-1861 1864-1952 1865-1936 1870-1904 1872-1963 1874-1904 1879-1886

Figurel& A family tree showing Tolkien's maternal grandparents and their children.




In 1858, John married Emily Jane Sparrow (1881), the daughter of another draper.
Al t hough the wedding took place in Banbury,
the Stockleys, Emily had been born aodooledn Oxford”The coupl eds el dest
successive John Suffield, was born in 1859, around which time they were living two miles south
east of Birmingham, netite bridge across the River Col&ireet” Another son, George, was
born and died in 1861. More children were to come, including Roland-188@2%, Edith May
(18651 936), Tol ki e n 0 s1904)poEmity dane (18EL653) antl Williamg 1B B4
1904), but the lives of John and Emily wereetbllghted by the early deaths of their offspring,
including their youngest daughter, Rose (1888 6 ) . The 1860s and 0670s
years for the family, during which they occupied the hauSkowell Greeieside Firfield,
calledMayfield”

22 .>
Figurel9 A photograph of John Suffield (Jr.), c. 1880.

The Suffield drapery firm, of which John becadhssdirector, did not suffer much from
the economic depression of the 1870s and 0680
entirety of Old Lamb Houseplus the shop nextoor (i.e. 106109 Bull Street), and various
members of the family were gaining considerable cachet in Birmingham society, particularly with

" After Emily joined John in Birmingham, some of her family moved with her, living near what is now Camp Hill
Circus in the Deritend area. The 18Z&nsudocates three of her siblings in the town, includargline Sparrow

who was wor ki ng as High Streeg pearrOfil 6amb Hosisest ant on t he

”The 1861 Census

”The 1871 Census


https://search.findmypast.co.uk/record?id=GBC%2F1871%2F3111%2F0055&parentid=GBC%2F1871%2F0019998069
https://search.findmypast.co.uk/record?id=GBC%2F1861%2F2215%2F00425A&parentid=GBC%2F1861%2F0011944711
https://search.findmypast.co.uk/record?id=GBC%2F1871%2F3188%2F0148&parentid=GBC%2F1871%2F0020373530
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respect to the cultural sceéhén the latel850s, the brothers John (jr.), Mark and William

Suffield joined the Central Literary Assocation, which published a magazine and organised talks,
debates and other social events for its membétrdhip.l ki ends grandf ather p
prominent role in the organisation, serving as Vice President between 1876 dhidel8B46.
participated in several debates, lectured on Chaucer and Dryden, and wrote essays under the

pseudonym 6Jayesjaydao. I n a written exchange
1888, John argued that the plays attributed to William Sresiesmust have been written by
Francis Bacon, as the former was no more tha

favourite daughter Judi t hJahmandgMarkalsojomedithe ab | e
Birmingham Dramatic Society (est. 1888Ject afficionados of the Elizabethan and Jacobean
theatre such aghe scholars J.A. Langford and Samuel Timmins, as well as George Dawson.
John served as the Societyods presi déhhe bet we
brothers were clearly mixing in quite a rarefied social streltmever, more difficult times lay

ahead.

In 1875, Birminghammayor Joseph Chamberlain initiated an Improvement Scheme
which would demolish the slum housingheftowrcentreand replace it principally with a wide,
Parisiartype boulevard, named Corporation Street. The warehouse of John Suffield and Sons
on Crooked Lane fell within the area designated for clearance; so, too, the sigtgaengOld
Lamb House, which was pedl down in 1886.The Suffields had leased part of the latter
building since 1826, but they were not the owners and so received no compensation for the loss
of their premise$.The shop was probably already closed in 1884, with a deleterious effect on
the familyds financi al and soci al standi ng,
of resignation to the Dramatic Sociefjhe letters were declined and the Suffield drapery
business reopened3@ Corporation Stre¢kap 3:G]before 1888, but it was not long until the
family suffered another devastating misfortune. It seems that, in the course of a night in 1889 or
1890, some sprinklers in the new shop drenched and ruined the stock. By 1891 the business had
failed and numerousmilymembers were forced to find new ways of making a living, including
John at the age of 58.

“Burns Roots29.

"At his death in 1915, Mar k Ol i ver -Swihgfnembdedhavihgsr . ) wa
joined fiftysix years earli€Burns Roots7 0) . The articles which appeared und
were likely his (74).

" Burns Roots70.

" Ibid. 76. John Suffield had already made this argument at a C.L.A. debate in 1877 (73). J.R.R. Tolkien would
express a similar opinion i Wheaccoinplightnents 6fb b h 6dawlotessi i ng Ed
demonstrate thdte felt strongly about the importance of educating wotden al so subscribed to
Di ssenting Charity School for... main®lining and educ
“Ibid. 77.

” The fact that Johfelt wounded by the loss of Old Lamb House, where he had been born, is suggested by an
article he wrote about the builRbdrse®d. i n 1887, entitled
*1bid. 56.

*1bid. 78. Neither brother gave a talk to the Society after 1889.

* While Robert chose to emigrate, Mark Oliver Suffield went into partnership as a metal broker, becoming a
freemason and a notable figure in the diig.(58).
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STREET, BIRMINGHAM IN 4184%o0.

(Frem a rare Print in the ponion of Mr. Jobs Sficis) |

.
@ "

FHEETTL

The names o 2
Figure20r A drawing (owned by Tolkien's grandfather) of the frontages on the south/west side of Bull Street. The three

coloured dots are positioned above Old Lamb House (red), the Cadburys’ shop at no. 93 (brthergaaner of
Monmouth Street/Colmore Row (blue).

w =

new boulevards (Corporation Street and
Martineau Streetharked in yellow and green. The coloured dots correspond to buildings in the print above.
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THE OLD LAMB HOUSE. i W IR e e | e
Figure22: A sketch of the Suffield shop as a going concern and a photograph of Old Lamipiiteseoint of demolition
in May 1886.

Before 1881, John had moved his family from Mayfiecbkddda | ver n Housed on
Road, MoselejMap 6:36]where they are again recorded as living in 189%1that time, John
described himself as an o6ironfound®tr 6PRetaer d s
Place, on the north side of Broad Strdtp 4:B]* Around this time, he surrendered his
membership of the Central Literary Associatiddy 1895, John had become a commercial
traveller for Jeyes Fluid, a position he seemée &ble to toleratdor he held it until the age
of eightysix® In that yearMabel returned from South Africa on a visit, bringing her two sons,
the threepearo | d J . R. R. Tol kien and his younger br
address0d® Ashfield RdJWMag64].Ki ngds Heath

John and Emily livedn Ashfield Roadintil late 1904 oearly 19051904wasan annus
horribilis with the deaths of both Mabel and tly@iungesson William, as well as Sarah Marris
@ ohnos gdndihisstepnsother,tEkza. By the time their daughter Jane was married, in
August 1905, Tol ki en ddy Cottagion Coftom Laney Moseldilapd mo v e
6:17]7 As Tolkien later admitted, this sloping byway and its name, which derived from George
Cotton ¢ 17751855), a builder with a house on the corner of Wake Green Road, were one of
t he O6chi |l diwhichdre alargeongredest in the magef the Shiré™ For partly

“I'n the intervening period, Burns c¢laims that John an
on Russell Road, ©6the most ©presti gi o wsingpnlythecemstisesMos el e
of 1881and1891 The Lucas family, manuf act ur e rcsl880)fundarwersta 6 Ki ng

similar relocation inthe early 1880sf om a house call ed 6T hX7 Yaidleyswoodon St on
Road) to Denmark House, Trafalgar Road. Oliver Lucas,
School at the same time (19007) as J.R.R. Tolkien (Priceed.6 J o s ep h, Har r yTheMoseleydl i v er
Socilety2017).

*Burns Roots59.

* lbid. 77.

*1bid. 80. Jeyes Fluid, patented in 1877, was the first effective disinfectant.

7 lbid. 81. The house is now No. 18, Cotton Lane.

*Tol kien, J.R.R.. 060Draft of ONomencl at urT7ée Wbfldsafrhe Lor d
J.R.R. TolkienFrances Lincoln. 2020. 20he house of George Cotton was on the seast corner of Cotton


https://search.findmypast.co.uk/record?id=GBC%2F1881%2F4315387%2F01030&parentid=GBC%2F1881%2F0013309604
https://search.findmypast.co.uk/record?id=GBC%2F1891%2F2351%2F0113&parentid=GBC%2F1891%2F0016082657
http://moseley-society.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/MP1-Lucas.pdf
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this reason, and as a Oprivate jestodo,inhe gav
The Lord of the RingdMore poignantlyt, h e ¢ h giveranamegRoge sbelonged to the child
of his grandparents who had died at the age of seven.

After Emily passed away in 1914, John did not move housé’ &gaietiredin 1919
but kept himself busy by writing his autobiograpftyat Christmasas he had done for at least
the previous thre¥uletides hesent cards to family members which he had designed himself.
They borehisdr awi ngs and humorous rhymes deffdrs seem
from Father Christm4392043)™"

One of Tol kiends public recoll ectihons of
a ut hsont a the University of Leeds. Tolkien lay in bed with pneumonia, while the eighty
nineyearold Suffield stood over him and scoffed at the feebleness of the younger generation,
before setting off on a boat tour of the British f&[Esis account of a severe, blatkd figure
jars with the impression of a Birmingham newspaper reporter, who interviewed John on his
ninetyfifth birthday in 1928. Writing ifhe Evening DespatcR.J. Buckley rhapsodised about
John Suf fi el @dvacity,0hisnmeuyp umaus $is feniality and his boyish
playfulnesgandlhi s exuberant vitalityd, as well as ¢
i nexhausti bl e a #fTthe madership wais further mformedtthat dahdwas still
able to climb ladders and gather his apples, even at such an advaticed age.

Age finally caught upith John Suffielth 1930and he passed away in Septemive,
weeks after his ninetgventh birthday According to Tolkien, the previous spring John had
mown a large lawn, likely at the manor house in rural Worcestershire owned by his daughter
Jane, and afterwar ds & Bentust nohhave lfully resovened fromi t h o L
the resultant chill, though a photograph taken on his birthday shows him standing in the doorway
of the houselooking fit in spite of his illness. Upon his death, a Moseley newspaper commented:
0The deceased was truly a most remarkabl e m
many men half his age; he p‘ossessed his facu

Lane and Wake Green Road (s@eMo s e | e Andy Un8etséore20 January 201&\Iso,the 1841 Censys

Burns cites an 1843 map of the Woodlands Estate, which Tolkien perhaps viewed, for the land to the east of the
Wake Green Road/Yardley Wood Road intersection is labelled as the property of a Mr (Richard) Underhill (62).

* John Suffield ostensibly lived alone during much of this period, but in 1930 he is recorded as living at Ivy Cottage
with Marjorie Allen and Sarah Ann LangfoBlU(ns Roots 82). The latter was the daughter of the Birmingham

writer and historian John Alfred Langford (1-8283).

* Burns Roots81.

“1bid.83 & 85. Burns further suggests that the illustrat
a lake, may have influenced the Lake Towitia Hobbit(87).

* CarpenterJ.R.R. Tolkien113.

“®irminghamN e ws  C uBirminghag 8iographj/ol. 15 As quoted in BurnsRoots 88.

“Burns 81.

* Tolkien was under the false impression that his grandfelsrur vi ved umitmnd hhyesapdi (lda mn
Wayne G.& Scull,Christina.7he Lord of t he R/ n)Vhile BArnsAvates thatheddied aCo mp a ni
Ivy Cottage in Moseley, his death was registered in Pershanea ki ng hi s daughterds farm
venue@ John Suf f i e#&ngland& Wales Deatfes,c18300F Bindmypast.com. 2023yevertheless,

he was buried at Witton Cemetery, Birmingham.

*Hammond& Scul A Reader 6s Compani on

" As quoted inBurns Roots88.



https://andyunderscore.com/2018/01/20/moseley-1838/
https://search.findmypast.co.uk/record?id=GBC%2F1841%2F1197%2F0635&parentid=GBC%2F1841%2F0003990595
https://search.findmypast.co.uk/record?id=BMD%2FD%2F1930%2F3%2FAZ%2F000771&parentid=BMD%2FD%2F1930%2F3%2FAZ%2F000771%2F147

(
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Figure23 A photograph of John Suffield (jr.) takgortly before his deaifh September 1930.
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Tol ki ends maternal aunts and uncl es

In adherence to a family tradition, st sonof John Suffield (jr.) h;

Christian name. For this reason, Burns sees

hobbit knownasth®l d Took, who gains his moni ker Onot

and because of the enor mous numb"Theneeitoy oung,

distinguish between family members of the same name may have led the Suffields to use the

prefatory handl e SFhepcertaidlyoHadiadendencyd to i@f¥r toweacly diher by

mi ddl e names, hence Tol kiends aunt Edith wa:

Jennie while the author himsel f was known to h
6Young J-a9% ollowed l@sSf@her into the family drapery business, working

as a commercial traveller, and lived in the family home in Moseley until at least 1883. In this year

his thirteeryearo | d si st er Mabel ( To ttifgEslightlyapart frommtafgie r ) p -

on a bench, probably in the garden of Mal ver

f ai r ™ Thia sulgtlé sororal advice seems to have been heeded in general, for in 1888 he

married Kate Ollis from Wiltshire, and by 1891 the couple were liviKgiim g & s[Made at h

6:D]." In around 1895, following the demise of the family business, Young John became the

innkeeper of thé-orest Hotel irDorridge WarwickshirgMap 1:B} however, before 1901 he

and Kate moved tworcester Later, they lived in Bristol, where he died in 1927.

Johnds younger H952)twhseone,of the brst Suffields {o atkrid King
Edwardds School i n Bir mingh goomovedoutofthedamilyy a b
home during the 1880s and married the Amerlmarm May Gertrude Hind in 1898.Roland
and his wife settled close to her family, near Manchester, but would return to the Midlands in
the 1930s to live with their son, Frank, orfdrisi inNewnham, Warwickshirgap 1:F]" The
third son of Old John Suffield and the youngest of his children to survive into adulthood, William
(18741904), worked as a clerk and married Beatrice Mary Baltlé8g7) the daughter of a
Dorset innkeepein 1898. They lived at first @tockfield Road, Acocks Grepviap 1:40]and
Tolkien remembered his mother taking him and his brother on thenfleccrosscountry walk
from Sarehole in order to visit thétWWhen Mabel and her boys reluctantly vacated 5 Gracewell
Cottages in the autumn of 1900, it wad n ¢ | e an@his wife ehid moved in. William
succumbed to peritonitis short| Vokibneahddhise Mab

* A note in The Return of the Shadqiem early draft ofhe Fellowship of the Ringuoted inBurns Roots 80.

*I'n which case, Tol ki ends grandfather would have bec:
father in 1891.

* Letter 309: From a letter to Amy Ronald (2 January 1969).

™ Burns Roots64.

The 1891 Census

" Burns Roots59.

*Ibid. 64.

"Rol andds yJanewayld also kvéherdinghe 1950s.

*Burns Roots121.


https://search.findmypast.co.uk/record?id=GBC%2F1891%2F2350%2F0258&parentid=GBC%2F1891%2F0016078457
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brother were living with the widowed Beatrice in Stirling Road, Edgbaston; an unhappy
experience of more than three y@drgation.”

It was the three daught e rhismothér, wod hdd tieko h n,
more sustained connection with the West Midlands. The eldest of the three became Edith May
Incledon (1868.936) when she married Walter Bury Incledoi8ih  Anneds Chur ch,
[Map 6:C]Jin 1890. Walter, originally from Sheffield, was the commercial manager of a factory
producing wroughton tubes andvassubsequently a hardware merchant. It was his success in
these enterprises that allowed May and their children, Marjorie MayldB89land Frieda
Mary (18951940), to live in greater comforttmaaostot her Suf fi el ds, fir st
and brothers oiGough Road, Edgbast@dap 5:D],and then (by 190B8ta new house called
0 Wo o d v i Ghaney@Road,Mnselgilap 6:35]which hada garden running down to what
was then a private patlt could have been at this house that Tolkien lgarints c ousi ns o
up |l anguage O6Ani mal i cd, a c‘tater,de amndyMaty mvemddi c h
another | anguafye called O6Nevbosho.

4 o

/—'/'gur624'7'0/k/en0~5 wheéetvolCedbawdédéb i n Barnt Green.

" Beatrice continued to take on young male boarders with a family conrfemtienerin 1911, she was still living

in the same Edgbaston neighbourhaad accommodating a pair of boarders, including a Leonard Incledon.

*The address of the house is now no. 56, on the south side of Chantry Road, quite near the junction with Alcester
Road.

* Garth,John. Tolkien and the Great WaiThe Threshold of Middlearth Harper Collins. 2003. 225.

" CarpenterJ.R.R. Tolkiend344.


https://search.findmypast.co.uk/record?id=GBC%2F1911%2FRG14%2F18013%2F0227&parentid=GBC%2F1911%2FRG14%2F18013%2F0227%2F4
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By 1911 thelncledonfamily had moved t& h e C o(how 80fiendHill Road in Barnt
Green[Map 8:9],where the young Tolkien visited them on a number of occasions. He evidently
cherished the time he spehere for in July 1913 he made three watercolours and a pencil
drawing of its colourful garden, perhaps supervised by Marjorie, who would go on to become an
art student”

The youngest antdighestichieving of the Suffield sisters was Emily Jane-X283},
whose long life is worth recounting in some dé&t@ild John Suffield was firmly committed to
the education of young women, an aspect of his nonconformist outlook from which Jane in
particular would benefit. | 1Bchdobe8t8h o tah rae ob @y :
and a gi r | xidgattonyrodatssitidbyssialdin the building on New Stre€tJane
took the entrance examination for the latter in November 1884 and was admitteepagiadee
pupil.** The pioneering head mistress, Miss Creak, aimed to give her girls a grounding in the
sciences as well as the arts, which clearly suited Jane, for she became the first female pupil to be
given extra physiology tuition by a profesddiasbn CollegéMap 3:H] (a predecessor college
of Birmingham Universityy.

135 MCasouCollege

Figure25: The necGothic Mason Collegig 1892, with the Chamberlain Memorial Fountain in the foreground.

""Hammond Wayne G& Scull,Christina.J.R.R. Tolkien, Artist & lllustratddarper Collins. 19953. Tolkien

and Marjorie Incledororrespondedintil their deaths in late 1978ee Letter 341).

" Morton. viii.

"“TheGi r1 sd Hi gh School o0 c BaoydMiddig SchdoleTheppoainity of thatwoestheots by t |
appears not to have been deemed ideal. Hlead Mistress strove to keep the boys and girls separate within a
hundredmetre radius of the school, including brothers and sistersirAb887t he Gi r |l s8& Sa& hool mo
mile away to the former Liberal Club on Congreve Street, near the Town Hall (Boorts94)

“*The admission fee was ten shillings, on top of an annual tuition fee of nine pounds. Jane was one of twenty pupils
admitted in that month, to a school consisting of 184 girls (BRongs 93).

“*Here, againJane was kept apart from male students and was forced to leave by a back staircase if any interrupted
her lessons. She continued to attend classes at Mason College after she I&fhsdhololing was demolished in

1964 to make way for the brutalist Central Library, itself torn down in 2013.
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At the same ti me, uJambeasleamiaga gfea dehl aboud Igeratune,fsd u e n
that | ater in |ife colleagues at the Univers
was so vast that one felt she should have been a Professor, perhaps of Poetry, a scholar and the
author of na ny  b"boNmtkttatshewas wholly bookish in her schooldays, for Carpenter
records that, d&flew Street Statign her train journesto and from Moseleylanewould pass
letters from Mabel tbere | d e r adsnires,Artaur Tokkien.™

After Jane left school in 1892, she applied for a teaching postkai tiheg Edwar d o
grammar school for girls on Bath Rdsginning work there the following y&dburing this
period of employment, she also took (by correspondence) a BSc degree in botany and geology
from the University of London, which she attained in 1895.

Figure26: Tolkien's aunt, Emily Jane (Jennie)) Neave.

*Bumnmsd 0 An unlettered peasaadt boydé of osordid character
" CarpenterJ.R.R. Tolkienl7.

“Burns Roots94.In 1911, this institution merged with two others to form the K.E. Handsworth School for Girls.
*QOliver Suffield t he gr andson o told BuM®thahigGrehtAAtnhJare8wevefythirglaltbut

the plants they sawm their country walks togeth@o00).
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In April of that yearJanemet her elder sister (now Mabel Tolkieahd her twosonsat
Southampton docks, upon their arrival by boat from South Africa. The next§@@)she left

her parentsd home in Kingds Heath to teach s
to the school on Bath Row in 1899 year latertse coacled J.R.R. Tolkien in geometry for
hisKki ng Edwardds School admissions exam.

Like her sisters, Jane was a devoted Christian, though (unlike them) her gradual journey
awayfrom nonconformismdid not at first go beyoritigh Anglicanisri. And so, when the
|l eader of the Church Party in Birmingham, Bi
Board candidated to vot esectaman religious senviceanfschools s t i t
across the <city, J aynherdokl heachmistressy Bliss Cpeakt andf herr wa r
candidature confirmed in October 1900. She explained her reasons for standing in a letter to the
electors, signed 6Jennie Suffiel dd:

| have gladly accepted the invitation to take part in this important work for my native city,
because it enables me to work for what | believe to be the true education of its children.
I cannot believe that any training is worthy of that name which s\epl@cicter, and

trains intellect only.

Jane was elected to the School Board three times between 190008ndand religious
instruction was duly introduced into Birmingham schgols.

Following her return from Liverpool, Jane had continued to reside at 9 Ashfield Road
with her parents, but by 1901 they were not the only ones to be living there. Jenilyahad
taken in a boarder, an insurance inspector called Edwin Neave, to whom Jane became engaged.
Her father was appalled, thinking Edwin to be somewhat common, and the pair were parted for
atime. Tolkien, however, appears to have been quite fomgllzdjgplaying prospective uncle.

When Mabel was hospitalised in 1904, the twedagold Ronaldwent to stay with Edwin in
Brighton, making a series of sk#@lmeheEdwnf t he
were married in Manchester the following summer, both aged 33, but their union was sadly
childless and shalived, with Edwin dying in 1909.

Jane Neave would have been obliged to give up her teaching post when she got married
in 1905, but she now resumed her academic career at St Andrews University, where she was
appointed as the warden of a female hall of residence (University Hall) ifilhaf@8t capacity
she met the daughters of Ellen BroeBesith, who became a close friend. Jane resigned her
wardenship at St Andrews in 1911, and after the respite of an Alpine walking tour with her

*1bid. 95.

# According to Burns, Jane was later a regular attendee of services at the Anglican church in Dormston and enjoyed
reading 6the female mystics of the High Middle Ages,
Bingen6 (89).

*bid. 98.

*1bid. 99.

*1bid. 14344.

**1bid. 100 & 138.

**1bid. 100.
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Tolkien nephews that summer, she and Ellen bought Phoenix Farm in Heaw® s h o me
village of Gedling, Nottinghamshfife.he two women ran the farm in partnership until 1922.

After a brief spell in Devon, Jane settled again in the West Midlands in 1923, purchasing the
Elizabethatd Manor Far md 1 n D o,rtondithoshe, restivedrthe erstwhder s h i r
name o6 B a g [Mamld @~

Figure27.6 Bag End?d, Dor mston.

In Dormston, Jane was never short of visitors. Tolkien stayed at her farm on at least two
occasions, in 1923 and again later in the decade withi on@eof his childreri? In a letter of
1968, hewroted | n t h e -End bsdid nat inverB ia @ was, in fact, the local name for a
house an aunt lived in in Worcestershire: an old tumbledown manor house at the end of an
untidy | ane tH8utl evthern diwehert & ee lc ®anindbstpeem d e nc e
the real house antthe abode of Bilbo and Frodo Baggins went beyond their shared name is
uncertain. Andrew Morton points out that both dwellings feature wood panelling and that the
Dutch tiles of the hearth at the real Bag End are reminiscent of the chequered flooréo&Bilbo

131

home.

“"1bid. 101.

**1bid. 89 & 104 Also, Morton. Viii. The farm as a whole adder, but the house was substantially rebuilt in 1582,
according to Morto8). The old name, which Jane found on some documents preserved in a chest, probably refers
to the location of the farm at the end of a lane; however, Morton notéaghraGermanic languages can denote
livestock 8).

*Morton. 25.

“Drout, Michael D.C. (ed.\J.R.R. Tolkien Encyclopedia: Scholarship and Critical Assesfinatiedge. 2007.
6Letter to "Kenudagyk&668029455.

* Morton. 23.He alsosuggest&®1)that Tolkien would have enjoyed discovering that a place near Dormston was
named in a boundary clause of an Afggaon charteasEomaeres meadwfod Eo mer 6 s Meadowd) .



54

Amore regul ar guest at Bag End wasedTol ki e
establision his fruit farm ten milesaway, near Eveshaas was Old John Suffield during the
last seven years of hislifdnd a former pupil fronthe Bath Row schodEdith Marjorie Attlee
(19001985) was a resident assistant at Bag End until, in 1927, she maoriedk i en,6 s cou
Frank Sydney Suffield (190858).* These must have been tiring but happy years for*Jane.
Unfortunately, the farm proved financially untenable during the Great Depression and she was
forced to sell the manor house in 1936.he r et ained two far mworker
one to give her a rental income and anot@byrch Cottageas a bolt hole for herséff.

The peripatetic pattern of Janeds I|ife ¢
1933, she moved to Pleshey, Essex, to be near the Diocesan Retreat House of the Catholic mystic
Evelyn Underhilt?” After briefly moving to Kent in 1936, she returned to Church Cottage the
next year, remaining in Dormston for the ensuing decade. Between 1947 and 1951, Jane lived at
Rottingdean, near Brighton, and then, aged eighty, came to bve mr avan on Hi |
smallholding® In her final years, she was looked after by Frank (before his own death in 1958)
and Marjorie Suffield, first at Newnham in Warwickshire @ltichatelyin the remote and
beautiful village of Gilfachrheda, Ceredigion, where she died and was buried’n 1963.

BothJRRand Hil ary Tol kien attended Jane Nea
aunt had since been something of a surrogate mother to the pair, though perhaps more so to the
less successful younger brother. From childh&mhald was independent and assertive,
especially on the religious questions which divided him from his aunt while she adhered to
Anglicanism. She may even have been among the family members Tolkiendolareethat
for the fate of his mother. If Burns is correct in supposing that Tolkien ledded umbrella
wielding termagant Lobelia Sacks#lsggins on Jane, then his attitude towards his aunt was
indeed ambivalerit.However, they had much in common, such as an enthusiasm for both art

and |iterature, and his |l etters to Jane in
admiration and affectiofi.These missives record that shetivatedT o | ki en t o publ i s
book with Tom Bombadi |l at+eddhielectureAndthelméw i t & a
that her interest in his O0personal detail sd

¥ Jane apparently blamed herself that the farm did not prospehairidilary struggled to make ends meet

(Morton. 30 & Burns. Roots 90).

* Frank Sydney Suffield (190959, son of Roland, is not to be confused Withnk Sidney Suffield (b. 1889),

one of mMaoeldistaneBirfisghamousins

“I'n the 1950s, Jane wrote to Oliver Suffield recalli:
and chasi ngRoatsd®,ghduglf vihethrentreese were memories from Dormston | knbw

*Morton states that her fatherds death PlaeV)930 may al
**Burns Roots104& Morton. 32.

*Morton. 32.

*Burns Roots90& Morton. 33.

**Burns Roots64 & 91 Morton. 33.

“*Burns Roots90. This supposition is based on Letter: F#ém a letter to Rayner Unwi@December 1955 in

which Tol ki en wr ditresparétOntehe lmdeeddly flardydoLobel Badé i nd
would | think certainly have set about Auden (and ot
“ Letter 234 To Jane Neav@2 November 1961

“*etter 231From a letter to Jane Nea¥eOctober 196)1& Letter 241From a letter to Jane Neg®& September

1962).

e
h
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an interest in other pe®dlpdleki eensdpse ctiradd yo paisnir
Jane was best expressed in a letter to another:

| always like shrewd and sotmehrted maiden aunts. Blessed are those who have them
or meet them... The professional aunt is a fairly recent development, perhaps; but | was
fortunate in having an early example: one of the first women to take a scim®&€ deg

= Letter 241.
* Letter 232From a letter to Joyce Ree@dlovember 19611
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The earlyTolkiens

Johann

‘ Elizabeth Murrell Stephen Murrell Benjamin Tolkien

‘ Mary Tolkien

John Sutcliffe Eliza Lydia
Stow Tolkien

l

Mary Jane John Benjamin
Tolkien Tolkien

1833-1915 ‘ 1807-189¢

Figure28 A family tree showing the parentage of Tolkien's paternal grandfather, John Benjamin Tolkien.

It is not necessary, given the scope of this enquiry, to recount at length the early hiRtBry of

Tol kiends paternal family. Although eager toc
felt it exerted a less powerful influence upon him than his Midland anbedtrg.inaugural
OdDonnel | Memor i al Lecture at Oxford in 1955

I am not a German, though my surname is German... | have inherited with my surname
nothing that originally belonged to it in language or culture, and after 200 years the 'blood'
of Saxony and Poland is probably a negligible physical ingtédient.

Eventhe Tolkien namein his eyes thenly legacy of hsighteentiktentury Saxoancestryhe

felt illsuited him, for he believed it to be an anglicisatiohodkie/in, or tollkiihn, meaning

6f ool hardyd (which Tol kien c¢l aimed he was n
b e e'fiHbwever, according to a blofp/kniety; which has delved into this topic in great detail,

the author was mistaken (or perhaps being wilfully inventive), for his surname derives instead
from amedieval Prussian vil@gore recently known as Tollkeim, where his patdonabears

lived:” These ancestors migrated westwards along the southern shores of the Baltic and North

“*Tolkien,J.R.RO En g | i s h . 7Té@eMonskliis hne WebCritics and Other Esgags Christopher Tolkien

Harper Collins 2006.

“*Letter 165. See also Letter 3F4om a letter to Graham Tay@r5 June 19711 This tendency to play down the

significance dfis Teutonic surname conformed to a wider pattern in contemporary British society, evident not least

in the 1917 decision of George V to change the name of the royal house fré@?ol3ag&otha to Windsor. The
author may also have absorbed some of the hautew f hi s Suf fi el d grandfawéseéer wi-t
who had not moved in same circle of Birmingham society for as long as his owRéapelytér J.R.R. Tolkien

18 & Burns Roots42).

6 The Hflactnhger Tr e e .o7bokniéty 1R September@022.1 e n &
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Seasver a number of generationsitii Johann Benjamin Tolkien (178819), a maker of
clocks and watches, arrived in London in around I7JR.R. Tolkien knew the century in
which his greajreafgrandfather had crossed the Channel but he was exaggerating when he wrote
in 1955 thathefamily hadd mi g r at e dmote than200gé¢ars agd, and became quickly
intensely English (not British) t hough remdaining musical .. . d
In his new homeland, Johann married consecutively two Englishwomen, both called
Mary, the second of whom (Mary Wall) bore him a son, George-{BA®)}, who was to be
J. R. R. T odrandfathatBAsnong otherathings, George was a bass singer in the Drury
Lane opera company and organist at St Pancras Chimct805, George married Eliza Lydia
Murrell (17871863), with whom he had as many as fourteen children, including John Benjamin
Tolkien (180741896 ), the authoroés grandfather.

“According to Burns, there is some record of a 06Tol ki
Clerkenwell in 1808Roots31).

“ Letter 165. See also Letter: 3® Rutten & Loening Verla@®5 July 19386 My -greagrandfather came to

England in the eighteenth century from Germany: the main partaddsognt is therefore purely English . &

®0Four John Benjami ns: -svaltlcérmadkredolkhiaty2sApd 2008ad | musi c
0 Tol ki egrdasn dof raet ahte r . \Fa@kmietypd Nbversber 2022. nger 6



http://tolkniety.blogspot.com/2018/04/four-johns-benjamins-watchmaker.html
http://tolkniety.blogspot.com/2022/11/tolkiens-great-grandfather-was-bass.html
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Tol kiends paternal grandfl8%her, John Benj

By the 1840s, the Tolkien family firm in Clerkenwell had shifted from clock to piano
manufacture. It was in order to expand this business that John Benjamin relocated from London
to Birmingham in around 1843, as J.R.R. Tolkien was aware:

The emigrant family seems originally to have resided in London, but my grandfather

moved to Birmingham. In German manner, music and craftsmanship have been their

chief work®t hough t hsetrreaiinsé a( pérsoebaabl y coming in fr.
My oldest uncle was a sailor. But they turned their hands to clocks and pianos. One still

sees Tolkien (Henry Tolkien) on old grandfather clocks and Tolkien pianos were once

renowned, especially J.B. Tolkien pianos made by my grandfather. He was once a wealthy

man, but not one of business and a rigidly religious Baptist and would not deal with music

halls or theatres. He was a dear old and poor man in the nineties when | kriigéw him.

As Burns writes, there was logic in J&hnTol ki ends decision to
Birmingham. Not only could goods and materials be transported by canal and railway from
London, but the town was gaining a reputation as a centre of musical activity. The Triennial
Festival was set up between 1768laBd, hosting works by eminent composers. Mendelssohn
was commissioned to write and perform his Second Piano Concerto for the 1837 Festival and

he performed again in 1840 and 1846 he or i gi nal venue for the
Church, but from 1834 concerts were held in the newly built and more commodious Town Hall.
It was opposite this grand building, embl eme

leased a shop irB48:*Hi s 6 musi ¢ war e HOONew Ste@eiviap3UBjuhti o c c upy
1870.

According to Burns, JohB. Tolkien may also have decided that Birmingham, once
known as O6the town of gardensd, would be a g
deaths in 1844 and 1847 of two of his daughters, both called Jane, at the ages of eight and one,
must have &en heavy blows to his hopédohn had married Jane Sarah Holmwood (1806
1854) from Hampshire in 1835, following the death of his firstWifeart from the elder Jane
(18361844), two other daughters were born to them in Lorigonly (1838L921) and Louisa
(18401900) as well as a son in Birmingham, also named John BenjamirAl@&3)51t seems
that the family lived iAstonuntil 1847, when they moved ltaydn Place, Edgbastdkiap

*From a 1951 letter to Florence Tolkien, a third cousin by marriage who lived in the United &ta¢esgoes

on to describéhe family coat of armendthe tradition that the eldest son be called J&ee also BurnsRoots

31. Tolknietystates thahe English Tolkiengvere probably not Baptists but Methodidthn Benjamin Tolkien

was a local philanthropist and a member of the evangelical Church of the United Brethren, wlgisgsinain

place of worship in the midneteenth century was the school on Ann Street (now Colmore RowhéSeietoria

County History of Warwick Vol . VI | 6Bi rminghamo. 6Pl aces of Wor sh
**Burns Roots34-35. The Triennial Festival would run until 1912, making it the longest running music festival in

the world, and would witness debut works by other great composers such as Bruch,BxoGiodnd Elgar.

* Burns Roots 36.

**The girls were buried in the same grave in Key Hill Cemetery (BRooss 32).

*John B. Tol ki enbs first wife seems to have been Emm:
Southampton in 1832(J o h n B e n | aTwkniety 25ddnkary 2018



http://tolkniety.blogspot.com/2018/01/john-benjamin-tolkien-18071896.html
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5:A], close tothe present junction of the Bristol Road and Wellington Rdatbwever, by
1851, the family were again in north Birmingham, Bedington™ They had movegetagain
and were living o¥illa RoadHandsworth ~ w h e nsecbraltifedied in 18547

T
A

Figure29 A view of central Birmingtmin the direction of New Streeviththe factories dbigbeth and Small Heath beyond.
The classical Town Had right of centre

On 16" February 1856, at the age of faight, John BTolkien wedded for the third
time atAllSaintéC hur c h, KilMapgdagHisHheda wak the twenrtyoyearold Mary
Jane Stow (183®15), who had lived with her family at 1 Haydn Place five years earlier, around
the time that the Tolkiens had resided at 2 Haydn Place. The 1851 Census shows Mary in charge
of three younger brbers, with her father (a commercial traveller) absent and her mother, Mary
Bindley, staying with her sister in DefbMar y s f at her, John Sutcl:i
very shortly after her wedding to Tolkien, for his funeral took placeNargh 1856.

*"Burns Roots38.

*John B. Tol kil8di8esus ami ly in the
**Burns Roots38.Jane Sarah Tolkiemoo, was buried at Key Hillith her daughters.
**Mary Jane Stow and her brothers in1881 Census


https://search.findmypast.co.uk/record?id=GBC%2F1851%2F4299098%2F00433&parentid=GBC%2F1851%2F0012003752
https://search.findmypast.co.uk/record?id=GBC%2F1851%2F4356109%2F00184&parentid=GBC%2F1851%2F0011747989

Jane Sarah John Benjamin

Tolkien Tolkien .
Died 1854 18071696 )

f Jane E ( i ( John Benjamin i

ane Emma Emily Pardoe Richard Pardoe Henry Holden n Jane Tolkien
Tolkden Ag";olskm"m Tolien
[ wseeu 1838-1921 1840-1905 1837-1022 1845-188 Diod 1847
p—— | | :
Elsie Emily Mark Grace Elizabeth Lilian Anne Richard Herbert Ernest John Winifred Jane Lilian Louisa ydney Helen May Beatrice Emily 20th
L Pardoe Pardoe Cecil Pardoe Pardoe Pardoe Holden “°"“‘"°:¢ Holden Loulse Tolkien Daugm:s
il 111925 ) | eeste3 ) | ser01043 ) 1871-1946 1876-1951 1862-1388 1864-1939 1869-1922 18671935

Figure30r A family tree showirtre children and grandchildren frafohn Benjamin TolkienSecondnarriage




Almost a year to the day ofthee d di n g, John and Maryds fi
father, Arthur Reuel Tolkien (188896), was born at homekhall Road, HandswortfMap
1:41].* There soon followed the arrival of three daughters, Mabel-{B8, Grace Bindley
(18611947) and Florence Mary (186344), so that the house dfeathfield Road,
Handsworth where John is recorded in 1861 as living with both his new family and the two
surviving daughters from his previous marriage, must have felt quite cfaByp#&863, the
Tolkiens had moved tdhe CresceniMap 3:F],a Bathstyle edifice built (but never completed)
near the canal wharves north of Broad Sti&emingham® In 1867, John and Mary lost two
young boys, Frank Winslow and Howard Charles, and buried them in a new family grave at Key
Hill. Thankfully,two more boys/ilfrid Henry (187@L938) and Laurence George Hammond
(18731939) would survive into adulthodd.

During the late 1860s John and Mary had moved to the southern side of Birmingham,
just as the Suffields had done a few years earlier. If they were not already gcapidirted
Street mer chants or through King Edwardds S
members of the Suffield family when he joined the Central Literary Association ThBlefdile
settlingaté | vy heardhg gidction of Park Road and Moseley Rb&ap 6:48] around
1870, the Tolkiens lived briefly @alsall Heath Road’heret hey wer e joined by
brother, George William (18@B377), who had been assisting in the family business for some
time*Unl i ke the Suffiel doés dr amaknglusifessdidsuffet he T
during the 1870s depression. The shop had changed premises by 1870, movin@dadieyg to
Street but there were no other indications that it was financially unSddodever, a general
decline in Birminghamd&/31896)thadlkveon &ffectsdor then d u s t 1
whole economy of the region, including the manufacture of luxury items, such as pianos. In 1877,
after three decades in business, John B. To

*'Burns Roots38. According to J.R.R. Tolkien, the name Reuel originally belonged to a friend of John B. Tolkien,
but there are very few people with a surname of that
“John B. Tol ki BoldsnsuETaeneldér gaughter, Bmityewas only five years younger than her
stepmother. Confusingly, he age given on the census ,whcbiginarrettor Mar
by two years.

**Burns Roots38.

* lbid. 39. Another girl, Marian Esther Tolkien (186634), is listed on humerous genealogical websites as the
daughter of John and Mary, but she appears in none obtheuscensus records nor on the family tredire

Tolkien Family AlbumFuthermore, her birth record does not mention Mary, rather someone with the maiden

name of Hemery. A Mary Ann Hemery (b. 1848)m North Harbornewould have been around seventeen years

old at the time of Mariand6s birth. One possibility i
John Benjamin, who was tweahe in the year of her birth and had been married to Agnes MarionllTigrre

London in 1865. This would explain the discrepancy in the number of children he is supposed to have had, with
J.R.R. Tolkien mentioning three daughtgrstter 309)and other sources only listing his daughter with Agnes,
Beatrice Emily Louise Tolkien (188B35).

*Burns cites the younger John B. Tol kiends entry to K
were approaching the same social status as the Suffi@ids42). And the December 1872 edition of the King
Edwar d&s Sc hihedhromcéevostging adeertisements for the Suffield and Tolkien family businesses

on the same page (48).

**Burns Roots3940.The 1871 Censyshowing the familp a house near Moseley village

*"Burns. Roots39. No. 87is part of a stuccoed, Grade Il listed building atdhend of New Streenext to Town

Hall Chambers.


https://search.findmypast.co.uk/record?id=GBC%2F1851%2F4356109%2F00184&parentid=GBC%2F1851%2F0011747989
https://search.findmypast.co.uk/record?id=GBC%2F1871%2F3078%2F0159&parentid=GBC%2F1871%2F0006355388
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liquidation.™ There are no records of a Tolkien music shop in Birmingham after 1881, though
the good reputation of Tolkien pianos endutéd.

Now into his seventies, John continued to work as a piano teacher and tuner. His eldest
son, John Benjamin (lIl), who had become a partner in the family business and lived in
Handsworth, was obliged to move to London to work as a newspaper reporten tgB®)
before his thirtyinth birthday:” His wife, Agnes, and daughter, Beatrice Emily Louise Tolkien
(18671935), a painter, continued to live in the capital. By 1881, the elder John and Mary were
livingontheAl cest er Ro adMap h:A]With fivg d teir Ehddaeti. Arthur was
still at home and working as a clerk in LI oy
OEl mdond on Fo{Mas&44]Raeuadd, 188 bisfatheresgems to have joined
him there” The census of 1891 shows John residing with his daughterdroBedaLane(now
Orphanage Roagdrdington where he would die in 1896, aged eiging, before being buried
at Key Hill'* Mary, howeverwaslivingwith her two youngest sons @hurch Road, Moseley
[Map 6:45],next door to her daughter, MabéMWhether there was any loss of affection in the
final decade of their marriage or not, there is no doubt that John had for a long time doted on
his wife. More than a quarter of a century ¢
beloved wifdMar y *Janed.

**Ibid. 40.

**1bid. 41. The last directory entry is for a shop on Colmore Row.

The younger John Benjamin Tolkien was probably the
been a member of a stonemasons® | odge in Halesowen.
"John B. Tol kil88i 6ensudlte houde was iprobalilylorethe east side of Alcester Road, between
Wheel erds Lane and Tayl or Roa4l. perhaps around the cu
"1t is now 28-orest Roadon the south side of the road.

J. R. R. Tol ki en dandled onnle kneenod old JIBg as whe keir, dbefore héddied Let t er 309
although he was mistaken in saying that his grandfather reached the agetwbninety

" John B. Tolkien was the seventh member of the family to be buried in the famithgrave

What was 15 Church Road in th891 Censuis today 55 Church Road. Mary remained there until 1900. She

appears to have spent some of her remaining years visiting her daughter Grace in Northumberland, for that is where
the1901 Censufinds her and that is where she died in 1915 (though she, too, was buried at Key Hill).

6 Granny: Ma r. Yolkdietyrl@ Feliruaty ROR0e Jotin B. Tolkien also wrote poems to commemorate

the births of Arthur and J.R.R. Tolkien.



https://search.findmypast.co.uk/record?id=GBC%2F1881%2F4315387%2F00723&parentid=GBC%2F1881%2F0013303930
https://search.findmypast.co.uk/record?id=GBC%2F1891%2F2351%2F0025&parentid=GBC%2F1891%2F0016080001
https://search.findmypast.co.uk/record?id=GBC%2F1901%2F4824-4825%2F0072&parentid=GBC%2F1901%2F0033012981
http://tolkniety.blogspot.com/2020/02/granny-mary-jane-tolkien-1833-1915.html

Mary Jane John Benjamin
Tolkien Tolkien
1833-1915 1807-1896
e N I - I D e I N D
Mabel Tolkien Arthur Reuel Mabel Mitton Thomas Evans Grace Bindley William Charles
Tolkien Mitton Mountain Mountain
1OIE e 1857-1896 et 1855-1933 [ 18611947 1862-1928 )
| [ | I
4 N e p R
John Ronald i Ethel Grace Hilda Mary Eric John Mitton Kathleen Jessie Thomas Ewart Mabel Joyce Kenneth Arthur Dorothy Grace
Reuel Tolkien | - :J:g g}’:‘i::‘ Mitton Mitton Mitton Mitton Mitton Mountain Wood
1892-1973 1881-1940 1883-1916 [ 1 1893-1894 1897-1917 1901-1906 [ 18s8-1056 Bom 1891 |

Figure31: A family tree showing the elder children aggliltant grandchildren of John B. Tolkien's third marriage, including J.R.R. Tolkien.
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Mary Jane John Benjamin
Tolkien Tolkien .
1833-1915 1807-1896
Florence Mary Frank Winslow Howard Charles G:Lheﬁgiﬁ Wilfrid Henry EGn::zaGn:age Légﬁg‘;e
Hadle Tolkien Tolkien Tolkien .
y Tom Hadley I Tolkien Tolkien Hammond
1863-1944 —— 1864-1867 1867-1867 1870-1955 1870-1938 1873-1941 Tolkien

Wilfred Arthur
Roy Hadley

1889-1981

Margery Grace Peter Tolkien
‘Midge' Hadley Una J. Tolkien
. Born 1902

1890-1963

Figure32: A family tree showing the younger children and resultant grandchildren of John B. Tolkien's third marriage.




Tol ki ends paternal aunts and uncl es

Although the only son from the marriage of John Benjamin Tolkien and Jane Holmwood left
Birmingham following the collapse of the family business, dying shortly thereafter, the two
surviving daughters remained and raised families in the area. Emil{9AB38ft the home of

her father and stemother when she married Richard Pardoe, a Birmingham jeweller, in 1864.

Apart from a stint iSmall Heaththey remained in Handsworth for the rest of their lives, raising

six children, of whom only the eldest, &Emily Pardoe (186M45), appears to have married

and started her own family. Three of Emily
Handsworth in 1939 The second daughter of John and Jane, Louisa {19, married a
commercial clerk, Henry Holden, in 1861. She and Henry movelatborne[Map 5:C]prior

to the birth of their second child, Sydney Holmwood Holden (18&9), and are recorded as

living there still in 1881 .By the time their elder daughter, Lilian Louisa Holden (118888B),

had died at the age of twehwe, the family had relocated to Erdington, where John B. Tolkien
joined them in his final year s. Duriand J. R. F
their three sons lived a4 Arthur Road, Erdingtorwhile Henry (widowed in 1900) and his

younger daughteHelen May Holden (1862922) lived atno. 8,until both Henry and Helen

passed away within six weeks of each other in1922.

The first of the author ds 0 bfddhh &d Manyc | es
Tolkiecnon t he Al cester Road i A93KR,whgniasiedhihel880.h wa s
Her Baptist husband, Thomas Evans Mitton (38353 3) , had entered King
1866 and then emulated his own father in becoming an engineer and owner ofarmass f
which employed twentyThe couple would live affluently in Moseley for the rest of their lives,
at first onAugusta RoafMap 6:B]and then, by 1891, 46 Church Road (now no. 53)eside
Mabel 8ds mot h&mln they livecodt @anrissbr ooked on Ander
[Map 6:K]with their five children: Ethel Grace (18®840), Hilda Mary (188B915), Eric John
(18881963), Thomas Ewart Mitton (182917) and the shealitted Mabel Joyce Mitton (1901
1905)" By 1911, the family were living in quite a grand but sadly no longer extantdltade
Abbotsford on Wake Green RoafMap 6:26].*

The two Mitton boys were schooled at King
there overlappingwithJR'Ro|l ki ends by a few mont hs. Li ke
writing poetry and won the K. E.'SBurngGdeifies nor s &

"* The Pardoe siblings in the939 CensusElsie married George Gill Mark, a printer and stationer, in 1897,
whereupon they moved to Kidderminster.

""Henry and Louisa Holden in thE861 Census

" Sydney and his family in th801 Censufthey had moved to Handsworth by 19ahythe Holdens in thé 901
Censusand thel911 Census

" Burns Roots4l & 44.

*The Mittons in thel891 Census

* The Mittons in thel901 CensusAnother girl, Kathleen Jessie Mitton, had lived for just a short time during the
winter of 189®4. Carisbrooke wasubsequentlignown aso. 130but hasnowbeendemolished

** The Mittons in thel911 CensusThe exact location of Abbotsford is difficult to identify precisely but it lay
somewhere on the north side of Wake Green Road, between Belle Walk and Yardley Wood Road.

“OMi tton, TIKemgs Edwanrd®s School and the Grlel8de War . M
probably won the prizier apoem concerning the Dardanelles Expedition.



https://search.findmypast.co.uk/record?id=TNA%2FR39%2F5629%2F5629H%2F008&parentid=TNA%2FR39%2F5629%2F5629H%2F008%2F21
https://search.findmypast.co.uk/record?id=GBC%2F1881%2F4315390%2F00095&parentid=GBC%2F1881%2F0013365218
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https://search.findmypast.co.uk/record?id=GBC%2F1901%2F2875-2877%2F0211&parentid=GBC%2F1901%2F0019201623
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https://search.findmypast.co.uk/record?id=GBC%2F1891%2F2351%2F0025&parentid=GBC%2F1891%2F0016080007
https://search.findmypast.co.uk/record?id=GBC%2F1901%2F2807-2808%2F0104&parentid=GBC%2F1901%2F0018000110
https://search.findmypast.co.uk/record?id=GBC%2F1911%2FRG14%2F18669%2F0285&parentid=GBC%2F1911%2FRG14%2F18669%2F0285%2F2
https://kes.org.uk/RollofHonour/biogs/mitton-thomas-ewart.html
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apoemby hi m (n@T9l&editbn @f }he school newspaperwi t h t he f i nal
spirits nobly v ow*™Aldobké TokienEwartserved as a 8ignalhOffiser d u t y
on the Western Front, but was killed in an accident on the railway near Ypres in December
1917

Figure33 Tolkien's cousin, Thomas Ewart Mitton.

Both Ronaldand his brother remained in close contact with the Mittons, visiting them often.

Burns suggests that Hilary may have lived at Abbotsfordlwihidghis army training in 1915

She also relates how Ronald stayed with his aunt Mabel following the death of her husband in

1933 and was named as an executor and heir in hét Tvik. Mittons had by then attained

some acclaim in the city, being singled out

a prominent part in the public and réligious
The younger sisters of Arthur Tolkien and Mabel Mitton, both of whom were teachers,

were next to marry. In 1887, Grace Bindley Tolkien (18B17) married William Charles

Mount ai n, the managing director of 9hthey f ami |

had moved to Newcastle, where they raised two chiBlieGrace must have returned on visits

to Birmingham, for Carpenter tells us that she regaled the young J.R.R. Tolkien with tales of his

*Burns Roots201.

**1bid. 204.

*Burns,Maggied6 A | oc al h a b i.Wallorin. ohe Joarnallof the Tollkdem 80diddo. 50 Autumn

2010 27.

OMi tton, TKomgs Edwamead®s School/ and the GaA¥EH&t War . Me
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German ancestors, whom she claimed were a branch of the House of Hohetizolern.

aut horos ot her paternal d944) tmarried- 4Ko rnegndcse  Hwaart yi
solicitor, Tom Hadley18621911) in 1888. The couple remained in the area, livinGrove
Avenue (per haps rMap6:Ei41891&r@ednkbyel remmeorreedd) on Wak
Road[Map 6:G]in 1901 The 1911 Census finds the Hadldiygng on a house boat in

Exmouth with Mabel Mittors i X mont hs b e fltomately Flbrenoedrsigrated ta t h

British Columbiawhereshea nd her daught er Mpasspeawvay 1984 ace (-
and 1963respectivel’ The son of Fl orence and Torhad Wil fr
made the journeyo Canadan 1913 but maintained a sporadic correspondence with J.R.R.
Tolkien into the 19708.

Of the authorodos paternal -1938rhacpsecededhimf r i d
through King Edwar dl888s, e2alling in thathdnuatitEhis gdudatioe mi d
formed the basis of a stockbroking career in Birmingham, where he |i@eeatiCharles Street
[Map 3:1] and, following his 1910 marriage to Katherine Madeleine Green, the daughter of a
welkto-do jewellerat62 Wheeleys Road, Edgbastiap 4:J}*

Figure34: A group including Wilfrid Tolkien (second from left) and Tom Hadley (extreme right).

* CarpenterJ.R.R. Tolkien26.

**The Hadleys in thé891 Censuand1901 Censudoday, the address of Kylemore is either no. 45 or 47.

**The Hadleys in thé911 Census

“@. R.R. Tolkien Airmail F .arhe Tolkjen Libkaryt er of 14 December
*2According to BurnsRoots49 & 65), Wilfrid attended K.E.S. from 1884 to 1885, possibly thanks to the generosity

of his brother, Arthur Tolkien

**Wilfrid Henry Tolkien in the1901 censuand thel911 censusThe house he lived in on Wheeldyead is no

longer extant but was in the vicinity of present no. 62.



https://search.findmypast.co.uk/record?id=GBC%2F1891%2F2350%2F0287&parentid=GBC%2F1891%2F0016079422
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Wil fridds younger bamomond €otkien (18431939 may haveGeen r g e
named by John and Mary after the fathilyds
Following a spell living with Wilfrid and his mother in Moseley, Laurence married the daughter

of a Scottish drapery salesman, Emily Grace Graham S. McGregor, itiB@@oe following

year, the couple were livinginahousecéllBdr ackl ey d on Mi dsdNbrien on Ha
[Map 1:22],with Laurence working as a life and fire insurance secteBamns describes the

route that J.R.R. Tol kien may have wal ked frr
visit the relation who was paying his school’feétie could he then have guessed that, for a

few weeks in 1904, he would live in the house of his uncle as an orphan.

0 Aunt Grace and the myst efoknietp®May 2088. Tol ki ensd second
** According to various genealogy websites, Laurence and Grace had a son, Peter Tolkien (b. 1902), although his
birth record does not give the maiden name of his mother. Peter emigrated with his wife Una to South Africa in
around 1930. There is no trace aiurence or Peter in the 1911 Census, where Grace can be feundias in

the Sutton Coldfield home of Abraham Edward Godrarhiron and steel wire manufacturer.

** Laurence and Grace in tH®01 CensusThe exact location of this house iknown to mebut was probably

located between Lomaine Drive and the private duiweing northwards around 126 Middleton Hall Road.

*"Burns Roots138.



http://tolkniety.blogspot.com/2018/05/aunt-grace-and-mystery-of-tolkiens.html
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Tol ki ends parents

J.R.R. Tol ki ends molot#ewas theMifthlrheld andssecbrd daeidhtér of( 1 8 7
John and Emily Jane Suffield. Her birth ofi 22huary 1870 was registered by her mother, who
gave her husbandds o & ThefirshomewhichaviebelBuffeeld knbwo u s e r
was Mayfield in Showell Green, but she lived for the majority of her youth at Malvern House on
Trafalgar Road, Mosel ey. Al though Mabel di d
Girls, as her younger sistand would do, she was educated to a high standard, perhaps by a
governesS.She was able to teach her sons French, German, Latin, English literature and botany,
instilling in them a lifelong passion for nature and its cultivation. As the similarities between her
and her sond6s ornate handwr i eriowndathdratalemfert r at e
calligraphy and artistry in genéfédhome of J. R. R. Tol ki ends yout
painting were made in the back of a skbtbk which had belonged to Mabel in childhdod.

As Burns writes, Mabel tutored her sons t
School not only because her brother (Roland) and cousin (Mark Oliver Suffield, the portrait
photographer) had been educated there, but because it wagthenateof her deceased
husband, Arthur Reuel Tolkien (184896 He had st arted at King Ed
twelve, and remained enrolled until 1873; however, his enduring ties to the school were
strengthened by the creation of the Old Edwardians Association iff H&8Became an active
member of the Ol d Edwardiansd Literary and
secretary in 1886 and 1887. At its conclaves, he gave speeches in favour of free trade and on the
topic of 6 Mar mi o*hAdshabey int&astrin liMdtatliré neay prdvidecan answer
to the question of hofrthur and Mabefirst met?™”

J.R.R. Tolkied s parents had i ndependent connec
Associati on: Mabel ds father was a prominent
and two of her uncles were also longstanding meffidessh n Benj ami n Tol ki en
lasted from 1871 until 1877, at which point he seems to have transferred his membership to
Arthur, who maintained it until leaving for Africa in 188Bhe talks and debates, such as the
one Arthur addressed in January 1883, were probabhal@laffairs, but the.ICA. also held

**Burns Roots62.

*1bid. 64.

**Hammond & Scull Artist & lllustrator201.

*Ibid. 12.

**Burns Roots65.

**1bid. 45. Arthur had to pass the entrance exam (instituted in 1865) as the other meangbefimgriominged

by a Church of England school govejmegas not open to nonconformist boys such as himselfatintie, tuition

at King Edwarddés School was still free.

*|bid. 6566.

**Burns (67) mentions a couple of other possible connections, aside from the general contact between the families
as residents of Moseley aadNew Street shopwners: both Roland Suffield and Arthur Tolkien were Old
Edwardians; and Mabel may have received piano lessons from John Benjamin Tolkien.

*Ibid.70. John Suffieldds brothers, ditheCll.AGdmiaroend18%Ond Wi | |
60 until, in Markds case, 1915.

Ar t hur &isdawh ThomaskwamdMitton, was also a member of thd @. at this time.
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conversazionemixed social gatherings at which postprandial dancing tooK pMécatever
the circumstances of their first encounters, a tmeyearold Arthur proposed to Mabel
shortly after her eighteenth birthday in 18¢
and had moved out of the family home. However, John Buffddo seems to have anyway
harboured a sense of social superiority towards the Tolkien family, insisted that the couple wait
until Mabelhadturnedtwentyo ne bef ore marrying. It was at
sister, Jane, a cbheteedratdew StrdeteStagpa.r a mour sd go
Arthur and Mabel must have continued to correspond after he left England in May 1889
to take up his position as manager of the Bloemfontein branch of the Bank of Africa, for it was
almost two years before the now twengyearold Mabel made the eighteday voyage from
Southampton to Cape TovifiArthur travelled the seven hundred miles across South Africa to
meet Mabel in Cape Town, where they were married 6rAf6l 1891%° Concerning the
married life of Arthur and Mabel Tolkien in the Orange Free State, little detail is needed here.
They lived in Bank House on Maitland Street in Bloemfontein, with a nurse, a cook and a
manservarit. John Ronald Reuel Tolkien, their first child, was born somewhat prematurely on
3" January 1892. His first name was dictated by a desire to sustain the traditional Tolkien name
of John, following the death of the younger John Benjamin Tolkien in 1883; however, to his
family, he would ordinarily be known by the name his mother cHeeeald’”
Physiognomicallyhe infant Ronal@vas likewise a blend of the two families, possessing Tolkien
eyes and a Suffield mouth, as Arthur informed his mother.

d =
Y.
~

Figure35: Tolkien's parents, Arthur and Mabel.

*|bid. 67.

**1bid. 6667 & 107.

“1bid. 108.

*1bid. 110.

# Letter 309 (See also Burrl & 110. An infant Ronald referred to hims
Christmas card for his fatheuggest(113).



71

Another boy, Hilary Arthur Reuel Tolkien, was born two years later, "oRebruary
1894, but it seems that Mabel was by then unhappy with life in South Africa. She described the

Orange Free State to her family as 06060Owlin
there especially bleak; moreover, she disliked the attfuithe Boers to other racésThe
aut hor | ater wrote that his mother Ohated |

symptoms of my f daMabel dsowiomg st e kinielses wad. | i
visit from her sistdvlay, whese husband Waltesimultaneously surveyed his business interests

in the gold and diamond mines of the Trans¥aahus, in April 1895, with local political

tensions between the Boersand@he t | ander 8 popul ation al so i nt
bid farewell to his wife, Ronald and Hilary, as they and a nurse departed aboard the S.S. Guelph
for England:® J.R.R. Tolkien would never return to the land of his birth or see his fathet'again.

**1bid. 109 & 112.

#Letter 78: From a letter to Christopher Tolkien (12 August 1944).

**Burns Roots113.

“*1bid. 114.

“"Nevertheless, Tolkien seems to have retained a lifelong interest in South Africa and a vague desire to go back.
One ofthef our books which he donat ed tSoutinghor BukepyrHgrbeEd war d 6 s
Hayenswhich is set in South Afri(@urns Roots118).
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J. R. R. Tol kiends Life in

Thedeathoff ol ki e n(lisn § & ¢ Apld #8950 himmer 1896)

Mabel Tolkien and her twypoungsons were met on arrival at Southamptpher younger sister

Jane and together they travelled to the Midldhticher e, t hey stayed at t

parents9 AshfieldRoad on t he wupper isKionpgedss oHe adtGr.e eTnh eHic

South Africa presented by the early spring verdure of England seems to have made a lasting

impression on the thregearold Ronald; howeveh i s memor i es of his gr

would elide with those of his Bloemfontein home, which had a veranda at thieHefdter

wr ot e, 01 can stil]l remember going down t he

happened to the big gallry, what happened t
Mabel made the most of this interlude with her family, attending a eniraig party

with Jane (or Jennie, as her name is recorded Mdlse/ey Society JourpaltheKi ngds Heat |

Institute[Map 6:1]in September 1895.

Figure36 The Ki ngdés Heath | nstitute I n 1882.

“*Burns Roots114.

*Tol ki eInf syaowdr f6i rst Christmas tree is a wilting euca
then, just at the age when imagination is opening out, to suddenly find yourself in a quiet Warwickshire .vilage

(6l nterview wiBBhRadceddanuary 19@e)r r ol t 8 .

#*0Op. Cit

' Burns Roots114. Edwin Neave was also in attendance that night. The Institute, built iwdsSi68ated on the

southeast corner of Institute Road and the High Street. It was demdhish@83to make way foa Woolworths

shop.



































































































































































































